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Only At
Established 1904

Museum Of Fine
Arts
African - American
Works on Paper
through Feb. 15

HOME FURNITURE
St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6484

These Two Stores Only!i

Reverend Frank
Peterman. Jr. Has
Spirit-Filled First
Anniversary As
Pastor-----------------

Pastor Frank Peterman, Jr. with Reginald Webb,
pastor of New Bethel Progressive Baptist Church
in Tampa

Hostess Jada Jackson Collins
photos by Rassi

L-R: Rev. Peggy peterman, assistant pastor;
Evelyn Gardner, Pastor Frank Peterman, Mary
Jackson, Frances Parham (back row) Janie
Johnson, Ruth Smith
Love Fest."
The speaker for the 10
a.m. service was the Rev.
Claude R. Alexander, Jr., of
University Park Baptist
Church, Charlotte, North

Peterman
continued on pg. 10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER
WELCOMES NEW ADVERTISERS

by Candace K, Clarke
Challenger Assistant Editor
Brilliant shades of
every color from magen
ta to mahogany to pastel
hues of blue - were on dis
play as models wowed the
crowd for the 46th Annual
Ehony .Fashion Falc^ Thc
Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA)
sponsored show, held
Monday evening at St.
Petersburg’s
Mahaffey
Theater, entertained hun
dreds of delighted fans of

fashion.
Divided into two '.'acts"
and including an intermis
sion, this year’s show'cen
tered on very appropriate
theme "Color Splash," with
the names of renowned
designers Oscar de la
Renta, Chri stian Lacroix,
Anna Sui, and Bill Blass
being credited for this sea
son’s fashions. Produced
and directed by Eunice W.
Johnson, husband of Ebony
Magazine publisher John

THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER NOTICES
The Weekly Challenger

is looking for volunteer student
writers! Are you interested in
fashion, music and movies?
Then give Candace, our Assistant
Editor, a call at
(727) 896-2922.
Subscribers:
Please send renewals directly to:
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 Dr. M.L.K. Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Correction: Jaiylan Sir Anthony Wynn was born on
Nov. 4,2003.

Aj Jemison,
manager of Tampa’s International Plaza
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by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Simply the best.
That’s the song Tina
Turner crooned as Aj
Jemison was ushered onto
the stage after being chosen
as Tampa Bay’s Minority
Business Person of the
Year.
"I’m usually not at a
loss for words,” said

Jemison, the nianager of
Tampa’s
International
Plaza. "I’m speechless.”
Jemison was one of 17
finalists - narrowed down
from a field of 69 candi
dates - vying for the 2004
distinction
honoring
minority business leaders.
The award was given
by the Tampa Bay Business
Journal last week during a
banquet cosponsored by

Presrt Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE

The 26th Annual Black History Pageant
The 26th Annual Black History Pageant will be held at 4 p.m. on
Feb. 15, at Bayfront Center's Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg. Some
25 young people ranging in ages from 10 to 20 will be performing the
theme: Suffer the Little Children: A Celebration of African American

H. Johnson, wanted to cre
ate an event that "embodies
the vibrant explosion of
shades that currently domi
nate the runways," and that
she did. The show was
entertaining, with wink and
nod humor, especially
when it came to the lingerie
portion of the evening. The fashions were
slinky, sleek and sexy.
From stripes to florals to
solids, casual to elegant,
beautiful colors captivated
the eye, detailed embroi
dery on jeans-style fash
ions and beaded dresses
that sparkled gave an over
all wonderful appeal. Hats
complimented
almost
every outfit, while coordi
nated moves kept the mod

The plot deals with how Africa American youth feel about their par
ents, community and each other. They will explain what it means to be
a young person during this period in history and under these circum
stances. The performance also raises the question of whether the. com
munity is listening to what young black people are saying. Past themes
have dealt with family reunions and their strength, black performers,
education, and medicine to name a few.
This will be a free performance, as it has been for the past 25 years.
More than 750 young people have performed in the pageant, which
teaches ancient African and African American history through the form
of a production. Alumni can be found nationwide. Currently, an alumnus
is in the process of establishing his own Black History production in
North Carolina. The annual production began some 25 yeas ago, at the
inception of public school integration, when there was a need for African
American youth to be able to participate in cultural events.
Peggy M. Peterman is the founder, and Flonell Myles, a St
Petersburg native, was the orginal wardrobe mistress. Marcia Slacun
Greener now-a writer with the Washington Post, wrote and did some

els

directing for the first performance.

strutting

confidently

and the men in the audi
ence interested.

Fashion

Youth.

Pictured above: Coaches, directors and participants of the Black
History Pageant Committee of 2004. The theme is: Suffer The
Little Children: A Celebration ofAfrican-American Youth.

continued on pg. 5
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MCCALL’S RESTAURANT

State............................

250

A ‘Splash’ 0f!
Fashionable Brilliance

Attendee Shannon
Ligon is an aspiring
designer
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The
Rev.
Frank
Peterman, Jr., pastor of
Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church, called an
overwhelming turnout of
churches and congrega
tions for his first pastor's
anniversary, a "Spiritual

255 Beach Drive N.E.,
St. Pete

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
www.theweeklychallenger.com

Verizon and the Federal
Central Credit Union.
Former Tampa mayoral
candidate Frank Sanchez
was the keynote speaker.
"They are classified as
minority, small businesses.
But make no mistake,
there’s nothing minor about
their impact” on the econo
my, Sanchez said of the
candidates.
Candidates
were
judged in areas such as
leadership, professional
achievement,
strategic
vision, innovation and
impact on workplace, cul
ture
and
community
involvement. The cate
gories were:
Professional Services
- Joli Cooper, Addys
Gonzalez Sasserath, Oscar
Horton, Felecia Wintons,
Carolyn
Wynn
and
Jemison.
NonProfit/
Social
Services - Tyrone Booze,
Chloe Coney, Clarissa
Hersey-James and Robert
Samuels.
Government - Bill
. Farragut and Margarita
Gonzalez.
Manufacturing
Winifred
Pope, Ariel
Quintela and Ann Kennedy

There’s A Reason To Read Tfee

Young Minority Tina Hicks and Santosh
Govindaraju.
Jemison,
Samuels,
Gonzalez, Kennedy and
Govindaraju were selected
as the winners in their cate
gories. Jemison was then
chosen as the overall recip
ient of the award.
"I wanted to honor
individuals as opposed to
companies,” said Arthur
Porter, the publisher of the
Tampa Bay
Business
Journal.
Nevertheless, Jemison
felt she was mismatched in
her category.
Giving
props
to
Wintons, the owner of
Books For Thought, one of
the
largest
African
American bookstore in the
region, Jemison said: "I run
a business. Felecia Wintons
owns a black owned busi
ness. There’s a huge differ
ence.”
Still, Jemison said her
cup runneth over and con
sidered the award a bless
ing.
"I am filled today with
a wonderful love for a won
derful city,” she concluded.

Judge: R. Kelly,
Stay Away From
Michael Jackson—
• R. Kelly won't be mingling with Michael
Jackson during this month's Grammy festivi
ties: A judge has ordered the R&B star, who
is awaiting trial on child pornography
charges, to stay away from the King of Pop,
himselffacing child molestation charges,
when Kelly attends the awards.

R. Kelly

Michael Jackson

CHICAGO,
Illinois
(AP) - The Chicago-based
Kelly has produced two
songs for Jackson: the
1995 hit "You Are Not
Alone" and last fall's "One
More Chance." Kelly is
nominated
for
two
Grammys at the Feb. 8 cer
emony and had to get a
judge's permission to
attend the Los Angeles
event; Jackson is, not up for
any awards and there are
no indications that he even
plans to attend the ceremo
ny.
Prosecutors and Kelly's

lawyers said they never
raised the issue of a meet
ing between Jackson and
Kelly. Cook County Circuit
Judge Vincent Gaughan
made the edict on his own,
they said. The judge could
not be reached for com
ment.
Kelly lawyer Edward
Genson said the ruling,
first reported by the
Chicago' Sun-Times, was
not a problem.
"What's the difference
if someone makes an order

Kelly
continued on pg. 9
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ethnic culture for the

way is too pit one minority
against another, which only
slows us down.
Rouson said that none
of the area banks have a
single black on their board
of directors. The newest
thorn is B.B & T, the North
Carolina banking giant
built on tobacco money
whose roots extend back to
the days of slaveholders
and slaves. They recently
acquired Republic Banks
and Rouson noted that their
board of directors is full of
professionals
including
physicians, dentists and
attorneys. Rouson said
there should be no reason
that the bank cannot find
blacks in those professions
to appoint to their board of
directors.
But often if a company
appoints a minority to a 10member board of directors
that minority often is a
white woman first because
they count as a minority. If
the board already has a
white woman and the call
is to appoint a black per
son, then predictably the
company finds a black
woman. Frequently it takes
a good bit of agitating to
get a black man appointed
to a board, especially if
they decide to appoint an
Hispanic or Asian instead
of a black man.
In a world where half
of the people are women
and the other half are men I

submit that a child would
ask why there would be
only one woman on a board
of 10 people. And if a com
munity is 12 percent
African American it seems
logical that a board of
directors that reflected the
community would have
four white men, one black
man, four white women
and one black woman.
If only one seat on a
board is a minority and the
other nine are white men
that represents a communi
ty that is 90 percent white
male and 10 percent com
bination white women,
black women and black
men.
Has anybody seen a
community like it? It only
exists in places like in
places where money and
power reside. Places like
corporate boardrooms, or
the state and federal leg
islative branches of govern
ment or the hierarchy of the
St.
Petersburg
police
department or the benches
where county, state and
federal judges sit.
So, on this road trip to
equality and full inclusion
the question really is why
we aren't there yet. It defies
logic. Rouson may be right
that power concedes noth
ing. But if white men do
not comprise 90 percent of
the population, why do
they have such power?
One reason for this

A

knoWledge

having

no

Looking for the Light...
bv Linda Young
Challenger correspondent
If a child on a road trip
asked 'Are we there yet?'
and the adult answered,
'Well it doesn't look like we
will get there in either of
our lifetimes,' the child
would ask why and proba
bly keep asking 'why?'
again.
But on the journey to
equality and inclusion, how
many generations have
passed away, and we still
aren't there yet. We need to
ask why we aren't there yet
and keep asking why.
One reason is that
"power never concedes
anything" according to
attorney Darryl Rouson the
controversial two-term St.
Petersburg branch NAACP
president.
Rouson should know.
Whether urging stores to
stop selling equipment
used to smoke crack
cocaine or urging compa
nies to appoint minorities
to their board of directors,
he knows that there is usu
ally a battle involved.
He also knows how to
win battles. His successful
battle to overcome drug
addiction is well known.
His battle to make
Midtown
safer
after
Cynthia Bethune was shot
and killed on her way to
buy milk for her kids.
Rouson stood at the inter
section of 22nd Avenue

Darryl Rouson
South and 22nd Street and
exchanged $50 bills for
guns.
He bought crack hous
es on Queen Street South,
tore them down, < sold the
land to the city, and formed
a non-profit development
firm to lure a chain grocery
to Midtown. When the new
Kash N' Karry is built and
opened, it will provide a
place to buy fresh fruit and
vegetables. Not bad for a
community where I recent
ly stopped at five stores
before finding one that had
bananas.
Rouson could easily
win another term as presi
dent. His own dad was
active in the state NAACP
so it is family tradition. But
Rouson used his speech at
the Tiger Bay Club to
announce that would not
seek a third term and cited
his wife, six kids and his
law practice as reasons.
However, the real rea
son is his two grade school
age children. In the African
American
community,

pressure on boys is intense
and many become lost in
grade school. Rouson has
mentioned privately that
his father not only traveled,
but also attended graduate
school and was away from
home so much that at one
point his mom shipped him
off to stay with his dad at
college for two weeks.
Rouson wants to make sure
that he is there when his
boys need him. He de
serves applause for that
decision. After all, helping
other families should not
mean that your own family
is deprived of the time they
need.
Maybe more help
would have enabled him to
run for a third term.
For now, he remains
focused on future goals and
remembering past success
es keeps him focused on
future battles to achieve
equality and inclusion. The
construction of the new
Gibbs High School was a
good example of what can
happen when a contractor
agrees to include minority
contractors. Rouson would
like to see more entities
voluntarily agree to set
aside 20 percent of jobs or
contracts for minorities.
But he does not expect
that to happen in our life
time. Maybe that is
because
Rouson
has
bought into seeing things
the way they are. And that

may be that blacks don't
exercise the power that
exists. The push is on for
appointing blacks to the
boards of banks. In fact,
Rouson called for area
blacks as individuals,
church congregations and
business owners to reward
any bank that does appoint
blacks to their board by
moving money there. Such
a move would surely cause
a concession by those that
hold power.
That is the reason that
economic boycotts of the
past were so successful in
achieving change because
money is always an issue
and usually the choice to
withhold or spend money
can force those who are in
power to do yield some of
that power. In the past
banks have failed to loan
blacks mortgage money
which meant throwing
money away on rent
instead of building equity
in a house which is an
appreciating asset. There is
power vested in the person
who sits on the board of
directors of any entity, but
especially banks.

Maybe it is time to use
the power we do have to
arrive at our destination of
full inclusion and equality
in our lifetime and let the
children choose their own
journey.

Learning From Not-So-Long-Ago Black
History----------------- -—-------- —------------------ ——by Bernice Powell Jackson
There's been a lot of
talk over the past two years
about civil liberties and
civil rights and what we
must give up for security.
There's been a lot of talk
over the past two weeks
about President Bush's
interim appointee to the
Federal bench, Charles
Pickering and his ties to the
Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission and to segre
gationist groups in that
state. It seems to me that
one of the most important
goals of history, including
African American history,
is to learn from our past
mistakes so that we can
avoid them in the future.
A lovely little memoir
is the perfect intersection
point for all of this. "Ever
is a Long Time" is written
by W. Ralph Eubanks, the
Director of Publishing at
the Library of Congress. A

native of the little town of
Mount Olive, MS, Eubanks
grew up in what he remem
bered as an idyllic life,
very much protected by his
college-educated, middle
class parents from the tur
bulence of the 1960's in
Mississippi.
But the sub-title of
Eubanks' book hints that
there is more to his story: A
Journey into Mississippi's
Dark Past. For in 1998,
when the records of the
Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission were declassi
fied, he found his parents'
names on the Sovereignty
Commission's watch list.
That began his personal
journey of discovery about
what had been hidden from
him as he innocently grew
up in small town Missis
sippi.
What he found was a
state-sponsored and funded
agency which was created

to maintain white suprema
cy at a time when the state
felt that the Federal gov
ernment and black civil
rights organizations might
impose changes which
would threaten the way of
life of Mississippi's white
citizens. What he found
was a state agency which
spied on its own citizens,
which recruited informers,
harassed civil rights work
ers, violated the privacy
and amassed files on those
who threatened Jim Crow
laws. It was responsible for
the
discrediting
and
destroying of citizens and
even for the death of some.
It was given the responsi
bility to "do and perform
any and all acts and things
deemed necessary and
proper to protect the sover
eignty of the state of
Mississippi, and her sister
states, from the encroach
ment thereon by the

Federal government."
For a generation the
Mississippi Sovereignty
Commission
infiltrated
every city and town in the
state. It was given this
power by its citizens out of
fear. Fear of blacks. Fear of
integration. Fear of an
unknown future. It was
given this power by the cit
izens of the state and it was
run by state elected offi
cials and their business
cronies
and
personal
friends.
Indeed, only a few
days before Ralph Eubanks
was bom in 1957, the gov
ernor of that state, James
Coleman, was interviewed
on Meet the Press. When
asked if his state would
ever integrate its schools.
His response was, "Well,
ever is a long time...but I
would say that a baby bom
in Mississippi today will
never live long enough to

see an integrated school."
Needless to say, his predic
tion was off by a few
decades and Eubanks him
self attended an integrated
high school in Mount Olive
and then Ole Miss.
In his State of the
Union address, President
Bush called for a renewal
of the Patriot Act a year
early. The Patriot Act has
expanded die government's
ability to monitor citizens
as well as immigrants. It
has expanded the govern
ment's power to conduct
secret searches and wire
taps.
As our national debate
on civil liberties and secu
rity continues, it. would be
wise to learn from the era
of the Mississippi Sover
eignty Commission. Fear
can drive citizens to make
unwise decisions. Gover
nment officials can use this
fear in frightening ways. In

Mississippi it meant that
law-abiding citizens like
the parents of Ralph
Eubanks were put on a
watch list and those ques
tioning the power of the
Sovereignty Commission
were labeled "communist"
or "n—-r lover." Many
Mississippians were paid
or threatened into spying
on their neighbors.
Despite it all, integra
tion came. But democracy
lost in the process.
Bernice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women's
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor
Please E-mail to: tchalleng@tampabay.rr.com
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Road Rage Case Dropped
Against Bradenton Beach
Commissioner------------- BRADENTON
BEACH (AP) - No charges
will be filed against a city
commissioner accused of
threatening a 65-year-old
driver, county officials
said.
"Basically, we didn't
see that there was," said
Dave Bristow, spokesman
for the Manatee County
Sheriffs Office. "It's just
nothing there as far as a
violent threat."
Lisa Marie Phillips,
who was elected in
November, was accused of
cutting off a slow-moving
car in front of her Jan. 3,
yelling obscenities and
making rude ‘ gestures
before threatening to have
police give him a ticket.
Investigators
inter-

African-American History Featured in New
History Center Exhibit---------------- —------------

viewed both parties and
concluded that the charges
were unfounded, Bristow
told the Sarasota HeraldTribune.
Ronald Ockerman told
deputies he was driving
with his wife when he
stopped at a blind intersec
tion, even though there
was no stop sign.
Phillips, who was driv
ing behind him, slammed
on her horn, then swerved
around and cut him off,
according to the Manatee
County Sheriffs Report.
Ockerman said Phillips,
41, made an obscene ges
ture, which Ockerman said
he returned. He said she
then she got out of her car
and started yelling at him.

Fire Department Honor
Guard Team Takes First
Place-------------------------The Sarasota County
Fire Department Honor
Guard Team won First
Place for the third straight
year in the statewide FireRescue East Competition
against 10 other teams.
The Honor Guard
Teams were judged on
posting of the colors, flag
fold, casket watch and

appearance. The Sarasota
County Fire Department
Honor Guard Team scored
687 points out of a possi
ble 740 points in the com
petition on Jan. 24.
For more information,
contact
the
Sarasota
County Fire Department at
(941) 861-5300.

1957 groundbreaking on East Myrtle Avenue
The Sarasota County
History Center will feature
a new exhibit, "AfricanAmerican Life" celebrating
African-American life in
Sarasota County from the
early 1800s until the 1960s.

The exhibit opens Friday,
Feb. 6 at a public reception
at 5:30 p.m. at the County
History Center, 701 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
The exhibit will run
through June 30 and is

open Monday - Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., except for holiday
weekends.
In the 19th and 20th
centuries, African-Ameri-

photo courtesy of Sar

ota County History Center,

i Ila Mae Weston Collection

cans settled throughout the
area from the Manatee
River south to Englewood
and east to the Myakka
River area. They engaged
in a variety of activities,
including
agriculture^

teaching, construction, pastoring and small business.
The "African-American
Life" exhibit will showcase
the diverse activities of
everyday life in different
African American commu-

nities and the changes
brought about by desegre
gation in the 1960s.
For more information
about the exhibit, call the
History Center at (941)
861-1181.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Looking For Puppy Love In Ybor?
TAMPA - Adopt some
special love this Valen
tine’s Day at Centro Ani
mal - a Pet Adopt-a-thon,
hosted by No More Home
less Pets in Hillsborough
County. The event will
take place in Centro Ybor,
1600 E. 8th Ave., Ybor
City, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 14.
No More Homeless
Pets is hoping that Valen
tine’s Day will encourage
people to bring love into
their life in the form of a
new four-legged family
member With thousands
of homeless animals hop-

Refreshments and special
items for the pets we love
will be available for pur
chase.
No More Homeless
Pets is a coalition of ani
mal welfare groups and in
dividuals who have come
together to end euthanasia
of healthy, adoptable ani
mals. Help us reach our
goal, which can only hap
pen when every animal has
a loving, lifetime home!
For more information
about the Centro Animal
Adopt-a-thon,
visit:
http ://w w w. nmhp-hc. org
or call: (813)818-9381.

ing for a second chance at
life and love, the event is
an important step in the
group’s goal of eliminating
needless euthanasia.
Dogs, cats, puppies
and kittens from every
breed, age, color and size
will be waiting to find new
families. The event fea
tures over 20 local shelters
and groups that rescue
stray and unwanted ani
mals and find them loving
new homes. Free passes to
GameWorks and Big Cat
Rescue, as well as other
coupons and goodies, will
accompany all adoptions.

New Nonprofit Community
Group Holds Registration for
Dance Classes---------- -------------Soulful Arts is the
city's largest dance studio
with more than 6,500
square feet, three large
dance rooms with top-ofthe-line Harlequin dance
floors that prevent injury, a
homework room for stu
dent use before and after
classes, lockers and sepa
rate restrooms for girls and
boys and a family waiting

ST. PETERSBURG Registration for dance
classes at Soulful Arts
Dance Academy is being
held throughout February.
Classes in creative dance,
ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop,
modem dance and cultural
dance for ages 3 to adult
are available at convenient
times on weekdays and
Saturdays.

area with activities for
younger children. A juice
and snack bar and retail
dance shop are planned.
The nonprofit group
has a limited number of
scholarships available.
To register or for more
information, call Soulful
Arts at (727) 822-2555.
The studio is located at
290 Ninth St. N.

CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER

ICE CUBE

Visit <Js on the Worldwide Web:
www.theweeklychallenger.com
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A DREAM built their
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reputation with albums
that would define the
musical essence of the

1

smooth jazz explosion:
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“Pieces of a Dream",
•We Are One’, “Imagine
This", “Acquainted with
the Night", and their
latest release, “Love's
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BELINDA
WOMACK enjoys performing in the Tampa
Bay area as a member of BELINDA & THE KATZ.
Together, they transform Jazz, rock and R & 8
songs of the past into wonderful arrangements,
adding just a touch of contemporary flare.
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STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6!
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AMC THEATRES
TRI-CITY 8
East Say Dr. & US 19
531-2882

AMC THEATRES
KRONE SQUARE 6
66th St. & 22nd Ave.
347-0777 .

AMC THEATRES ,
WOODLAND SQUARE 20
dleu
Hu,
727-771-2883

MUWC0
BAYWALK 20
to!
ewtowm nvi ui
727-502-0965

MUV1C0
PALM HARBOR 10
o/wicuonwy,
911-2282

REGAL CINEMAS
LARGO MAU 3
S0O-FANDANGO #194

REGAL CINEMAS
HOLLYWOOD 18
1O22S US 19 (PortfHciMy) i
SOO-FANDANGO #206

REGAL CINEMAS
CITRUS PARK MALL 20

REGAL CINEMAS
UNIVERSITY 10

CHANNELStDE CINEMAS 9

SEMINOLE 8

R/C PAHKS10E MOvtES 16
7200 U.S. Hwy 19, N.

800-FANDANGO #213

SOO-FANOANSO #678

SOO-FAIffiANGO #212

727-398-2S56

727-3^-7777
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Corey Area Art
Festival Celebrates
Its 10th Year
Anniversary ——------Corey Area Art Festival,
every piece of artwork
exhibited has been hand
crafted and designed by
the artist. For example, if
viewing ' beautiful glass
beaded jewelry, each bead
has been blown, designed
and shaped by the artist.
Vincenti
Secondly, all artists will be
ST. PETE BEACH - on-hand selling and dis
On Feb. 21 and 22, the cussing their artwork.
If a patron has a ques
Downtown St. Pete Beach
Corey Area Art Festival tion or wants to commis
will be held on Corey Ave. sion a piece, they have the
in downtown St. Pete opportunity to do so. The
Beach. This annual event Downtown St. Pete Beach
has become a much-antici Corey Area Art Festival
pated event with the locals offers more than just an art
and visitors to St. Pete festival - it offers an expe
rience!
Beach.
Live musical entertain
This year’s event will
feature over 200 fine arti- ment will be provided by
.sans displaying a variety of nationally-recognized mu
mediums such as pottery, sicians.
Mark Saturday and
sculptures, paintings, cer
Sunday, Feb. 21 and 22, on
amics and more.
Live musical entertain your calendar, and head
ment and tasty festival out to Corey Ave. for the
foods will accompany the 1 10th Annual Downtown St.
festivities. Show times are Pete Beach Corey Area Art
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, and Festival. Show hours are
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily.
admission is free.
To get to the festival,
Since its inception, the
Downtown St. Pete Beach take I-275 to Exit 4, make
Corey Area Art Festival a left and head west across
has welcomed over 5,000 the Pinellas Bayway to St.
artists from over 40 states Pete Beach. Make a right
in the union! This art festi and go approximately
val has become a mainstay three miles, and then turn
with the community be right again on Corey Ave.
cause of its diversity and (also 74th Ave.).
For more information,
variety. Each year, over
500 applicants vie for only call (813) 962-0388 or our
200 coveted spaces in the main office at (954) 4723755. You can also visit
show.
our
website at www. ArtWhat sets this art festi
val apart from others are Festival.com for directions
two things. One, at the and show directory.
Downtown St. Pete Beach
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
I know that a lot of
people seem to pay atten
tion to things I say and do,
big or small, sublime or
ridiculous. So, I am hoping
they pay attention this. Oh,
this scribe is going to get
phone calls for this one calls that make me go,
“hmmm.”
Well, another year has
come and gone... Thirtyone days ago (as I pen this)
- Feb. 1. When you’re
young, the days seem short
and the years seem long,
but wheti you’re old, the
years seem short and the
days seem long.
IT WAS TIME TO
REFLECT, THEN ACT
Okay, did you crack
that whip over yourself?
Got back on schedule?
That was the day you were
going to carry out all the
resolutions you made freeze the sweets if you
didn’t give them away,
empty the out-basket, fin
ish up the correspondence,
which includes the past
holidays thank you notes.
Tomorrow, make your
appointments with the den
tist, .doctor and whoever
else that you have put off
over and since the holi
days.
Tonight, before you
fall asleep in front of the
television, take stock.
What did you get done that
you wanted to do last year?
Did you write down goals
somewhere? You really
should, you know, because
there are days and times
when we all need to know
that there is something
worthwhile we have done,
though it may not seem so.
That we have followed
through with something,
though the present day
may have been a failure.
For instance, what projects
did you finish? Take time
to see a shut-in, find a lost
address and write a friend
you’d lost track of?
While we’re thinking
it over, why don’t you
write notes to yourself in a
datebook about them? If
you’re like yours truly,
your good intentions and
your remembering don’t
always coordinate.
And while you’re at it,
. fill in your first 20 checks
with 2004. It’ll save you a
lot of tom-up or scribbledup checks.
Folks, I should calm
down in another week or
two. The first month of a
new year always affects
me this way.

My memory of the past
remains sharp. It is short
term memory that gives me
trouble.
Capricorns
Elouise
Thompson, Gustina J. Sin
clair and Lewis Williams all three friends’ birthdates
is Feb. 2 and Gibbs High
School class of 1955 grad
uates. Congrats to you
three!
STRICTLY FOR
LAUGHS
About here is where I
feel that you are ready for
a good laugh.
Spreading the Word

From a church bul
letin: “A missionary from
Africa will be speaking at
Calvary Memorial Church
in Racine. Her name is
Bertha
Belch.
Come
tonight and hear Bertha
Belch all the way from
Africa.” I wonder what
Bertha ate.
A Good Pinch

The elevator was
crowded. A young man
was close to a beautiful
young girl. Suddenly with
no apparent reason, she
gave the young man a ter
rific slap in the face and
got off the elevator. A
small boy who had not
been seen before said, “I
am glad that girl got off,
for she stepped on my foot,
and I gave her a good hard
pinch.”

Belinda Womack Enchants
with a ‘Dream’
ST. PETERSBURG This Friday at 8 p.m., the
Mahaffey Theater will host
the wonderful talents of
Belinda Womack, featur
ing the show, "Pieces of a
Dream." The Mahaffey
Theater is located at 400
First St. S„ St. Petersburg.
The
concept
for
"Pieces of a Dream"
emerged out of Phila
delphia's music scene in
1976. From 1981 to 1984,
Pieces of a Dream built
their reputation with three
albums on Elektra that
would come to define the
musical essence of the
smooth jazz explosion:
"Pieces of a Dream," "We
Are One," and "Imagine
This." In 2001, they cele
brated their 25 th anniver
sary with what was un
doubtedly their best album
in years, "Acquainted with
the Night." Their latest
release, "Love's Silhou
ette," swings and sings in
the easy-flowing, genre
crossing style that has
made "Pieces of a Dream"
a staple in contemporary
jazz.
Belinda Womack is a
dynamic vocalist and afi
cionado of Jazz, Jazz his-

Belinda Womack
tory and Contemporary
Gospel music. Having
given award-winning per
formances throughout the
US, Belinda enjoys per
forming in the Tampa Bay
area as a member of
Belinda and The Katz.
Together, Belinda and the
other members of the
group have transformed
jazz, rock and R&B songs
of the past into wonderful
arrangements, adding just
a touch of contemporary
flare, yet, preserving the
artistic mastery of the orig-

inal composers. Their pos
itive and energetic on
stage performances bring
an audience to ultimate
,excitement! The group has
won numerous awards,
including "Best Jazz Band
in Florida" and "Best Jazz
Band in Tampa Bay."
Tickets for "Pieces of a
Dream"
and
Belinda
Womack on Friday, Feb. 6
at 8pm in the Bayfront
Center's Mahaffey Theater
for the Performing Arts are
$34 and $30. Tickets are
available at the Bayfront
Center Box Office, 400
First Street South in down
town St. Petersburg. Box
Office hours are Monday Friday, 10am to 6pm,
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and 90 minutes prior to
most performances. Tic
kets are also available at all
TicketMaster Outlets. To
charge by phone,' call
TicketMaster at (813)2878844 or (727)898-2100.
For more information,
call the Bayfront Center
Box Office at (727) 8925767. Tickets may be sub
ject to a nominal service
charge.

Great Explorations Needs You!
ST. PETERSBURG Great Explorations, known
as the children’s museum,
is looking for volunteers of
all ages to become a
GREAT BIG HELP to the
thousands of visitors they

serve each year. Great
Explorations needs muse
um floor helpers, adminis
trative assistance and par
ticipation from those who
enjoy working with chil
dren. The museum is locat-

TURNER
DVOCACY
GROUP

ed at 1925 Fourth St. N.,
next to Sunken Gardens.
For more information
call Kristen Maddux, Vol
unteer Services Director at
(727) 821-8992 x208.

i Bay Wgiqpmes Ba

Sheila J). Jurner, J/fom7
727-896-7760
Areas of Concentration

insurance

Toast for After Dinner

Two men were hotly
discussing the merits of a
book. Finally, one of them,
himself an author, said to
the other, “No, John, you
can’t appreciate it. You
never wrote a book your
self.”
“No,” retorted John,
“and I never laid an egg,
but I’m a better judge of an
omelet than any hen in the
state.” I had to chuckle
while reading them.
SENIOR MOMENTS
For the lack of another
reason, I just forgot.
It’s hard being in that
position. It’s like a bad
virus I’ve got to shake.
Hopefully I’ve got some
antidote
somewhere
around (as the young duds
say) my crib.
I forgot to mention two
other birthdate celebrants
who enjoyed another birth
date above ground. They
are: my great niece,
Brittnay Booze, who
turned 13 on Jan. 21, and
Michael Jordan who will
turn 41 on Feb. 17.
HAPPY BIRTHDATE!

Gorporafa
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Until next write around,
STAY LOOSE!

Read The Weefc/y Challenger On the Web:
www.theweeklychallenger.COm

by Frances Pinckney

Celebrating a
Literary Giant
It is raining on me as
Freddy Jackson croons
love songs at the Zora
Neale
Hurston
15 th
Annual Festival, but I
don’t mind the rain. This is
my first attendance to this
spectacular festival, and I
am filled with pride and
excitement. I find it awe
some!
My first stop was at
the Zora Neale Hurston
National Museum in which
an exhibition, “Embracing
Eatonville,” showcased the
work of several African
American photographers.
An article, “Special” to
The Orlando Sentinel
newspaper, written by
Ilyse Kusnetz, states: “Best
known as the hometown of
African American author
Zora Neale Hurston, the
small historic community
of Eatonville seems in con
stant danger of losing its
identity in Orlando’s inex
orable push to expand.”
The article further
states, “There are bears
knocking on the doors and
trying to figure out how to
take this vital piece of land
that is very much unlike
any other place,” says pho
tographer and curator Car
rie Mae Weems.
This exhibit includes
photographs of local resi
dents in community set
tings which harmonize
with the idea that the com
munity vitalizes art. A
photograph of a Bible in a
church setting relates to
that spiritual space which
black folk embrace and
gain a strength of quiet
endurance - the “we shall
overcome” kind of faith
and fortitude.
Photographs of Weems
posing as Hurston in
places around Eatonville,
wearing clothes from the
1930s era, captures the
classiness and sassiness of
black women. Some of the

photographs personify the
elegance and creativity of
black women in dress and
hatwear. One provocative
back view pose brings to
mind something my mama
and her sister friends used
to say, “Shucks girl, the
clothes don’t glorify me, I
glorify the clothes.” And
from the photographs that
I’ve Seen of Ms. Hurston,
she indeed did glorify hats
- made them seem better
and finer!
Vendors from all over
the state of Florida and
from but of state displayed
their wares - sculptures of
wood and metals, wood
carvings, exquisite glass,
African masks, jewelry,
beads, beautiful clothing
made from silks and
African prints to name a
few. But, of course, there
were books by Zora and
other authors which were
selling big time.
The art of cooking was
in full force at the festival:
Jamaican jerk chicken and
curried goat, Oriental
chicken on a stick, barbe
cue ribs and hot fried mul
let fish like my mama used
to fry on Fridays - and
much, much more!
I spent too much time
in the food and missed one
of my favorite poets,
Stephen Caldwell Wright
(Ph.D). I have several of
his books given to me by
his niece, a good friend of
mine, Cynette Wright. He
was scheduled to do a ses
sion, “On Gwendolyn
Brooks: Reliant Contem
plation.” This reminded me
of the “thank you” note she
sent me years ago for
doing a review in The
Weekly Challenger of her
poetry presentation at Eck
erd College.
I copied from a writing
displayed on the wall at the
museum entitled, “The
House”: “When you move

FEATURING
• B.J.: Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit
5am-10am

PUBLIC NOTICE
MacDill Federal Credit Union Sale

• DIANE HUGHES: 5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best
in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS: 10am-1pm Just playing the
music the way you like it.

Ted’s Auto Sales
“The Credit Doctor”
• Bad Credit/ No Credit
- Renos
• Bankruptcy
[Chaater 7» 137

• MICHEALT: Old school and music to drive home by.

• TONYCHARLES: Take you back home with your favorite

Now, a cheerful thought.

The past is gone, so
enjoy the present!

!

J'rnpe/fy

blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

HAVING SAID ALL
THAT
I want to stop here and
wish the following birth
date celebrants “many
happy returns of their day.”

RECOLLECTIONS

into a new house, remove
old spirits by walking
around windows and doors
with vinegar and water.
But prevent spirits cross
ing the doorsteps by put
ting salt and pepper along
the door and window sills.
Wallpaper your home with
newspaper before a nag
can bother to read every
word.” These are familiar
sayings that I heard much
of from my grandma and
grand aunts who had great
respect for the spirit world.
In spite of the grey
rainy weather, the festival
radiated
warmth
and
brightness among the
many who came in cele
bration of Zora - old,
young, black and white
She did not receive the
recognition she deservec
while she lived, but thanks
to Alice Walker and others
who brought attention to
her work and organized
this festival, at long last
she is recognized as a liter
ary giant, and her home
town Eatonville holds <
special place in the annals
of black history.
The huge turnout of
African Americans anc
others from all over the
state and country and the
support of writers, poets
entertainers, radio and tel
evision stations, business
es, organizations and ordi
nary people guarantee that
those “bears who are
knocking on doors” with
the notion that the historic
town of Eatonville is up for
grabs need to go on back to
Orlando and content them
selves in the land of
Disney. There is no por
ridge for them, hot or cold,
in Eatonville.
The
Zora
Neale
Hurston Festival of the
Arts and Humanities is an
event which has promoted
black pride and dignity and
far-reaching community
spirit. It embraces the his
tory of this first incorporat
ed black town in the state
of Florida and recognizes
and celebrates its home
town girl who did astound
ing work in anthropology
and wrote books and nov
els of classic status.
It is a celebration of a
literary giant who was
right there on that cultural
front known as the Harlem
Negro Renaissance - a
dominant participant in in
tellectual and artistic activ
ity, unabashedly claiming
the greatness of black
America and its culture.

Bring Your

litf-2
We’ll Process Your Taxes

Drive Awav Todav
Call or Drop In & Ask For Wilke Talbert

FOR ADVERTISING CALL

727-821-9947

CALL TODAY!!

REQUEST LINE 864-1600
Serving Gamy a (Bay Since 1976

727-381 -0038
Fax: 727-381-6718

DONZA DRUMMOND, SALES MANAGER

Office: 327-WRXB (9792) *
2060 - 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

4021 66th St. N.
St. Pete, FL 33709
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National African-American Parent
Involvement Day Approaches-------

BOOK REVIEW

Take the opportunity to reconnect with you child!
TAMPA BAY - Take
Your Child to SchooWisit
Your Child in School Day
is scheduled for Monday,
Feb. 9. This comes in
observance of the Ninth
Annual National African
American Parent Involve
ment Day (NAAPID), an
effort inspired by the com
munity challenges issued
by the original Million
Man March, says organizer
Joseph Dulin.
Celebrated annually on

the second Monday in
February, NAAPID is a
national call to action
aimed at creating and
maintaining positive par
ent-school-community
partnerships to enhance the
academic success of our
young people. Dulin, who
serves as principal of the
Roberto Clemente Student
Development Center in
Ann Arbor, MI, believes
that: "Every parent wants
their child to have a better

quality of life than they
themselves had. It is the
American dream, and for
many African Americans,
this dream has not been
realized as a result of their
child’s failure in school."
"Education is the key
to success and parents are
educators greatest allies,"
states Dulin. He credits the
success he has experienced
as an educator for over 30
years to parent involve
ment. "I am convinced, and

research shows, that the
more parents are involved
in the educational lives of
the children, the better
their educational out
comes." Even though the
day
is
specifically
designed to reach the par
ents of children of African
American descent, he
notes that all parents are
encouraged to participate
in this "win-win" endeavor.

Black History Month Events at
Eckerd Celebrate Tradition and
Freedom------------------- --------------------- ------Celebrating History Through Music
at 7 p.m., 23-year old abo
litionist and author Francis
Bok will discuss and sign
copies of his book pub
lished in October 2003,
"Escape from Slavery: The
True Story of My Ten
Years in Captivity - and
My Journey to Freedom in
America" at Eckerd Col
lege’s Dendy-McNair Au
ditorium. This event, free
as well, is part of the Phi
Beta Kappa chapter instal
lation.

was arrested by the securi
ty forces and jailed for
seven months. After his
release, Bok escaped to
Cairo. In 1999, the United
Nations resettled him in
North Dakota. Bok is now
an Associate at the
American Anti-Slavery
Group in Boston.
Francis Bok has spo
ken alongside Coretta
Scott King, widow of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., at
the Boston Freedom Award

by Tangela Murph

Book Signing
Saturday, Feb
Carl Weber, renowned
author of: Married Men,
Lookin’ for Luv, Baby
Momma Drama and Player
Haters, willbe the featured
author at a Book Signing
scheduled for Saturday,
Feb. 7,3-5 p.m. at Reader’s
Choice Books and Gift
Expressions.
Reader’s
Choice

, 7, 3 - 5 p.m.
Books and Gift Expres
sions is located at 4301
34th Street South, Suite
102, outside storefront at
the Maxi-Mall, down the
sidewalk from the produce
store. Feel free to call us at
(727) 867-3696 for avail
ability of your favorite and
most sought after books for
your reading pleasure.

SUPPORT THE
BLACK PRESS

Need help starting or
managing a business?
Let the St. Petersburg Business Development Center assist you!
Visit us at 1045 16th Street South, St Petersburg,

The Business Development Center offersfree business
counseling, technical assistance, and training to evolving

FL, or www.stpete.org; or call 727-893-7146 for an

and existing small businesses, and non-profit organizations

appointment or more information.

involved in developing neighborhood-based businesses.
Our services include:
•Business information and research

OboAddy
ST. PETERSBURG - Homowo African Arts and
On Monday, Feb. 9, at 7 Cultures (Oregon). His
p.m., "Traditional Music Okropong ensemble (Okand Dance of Ghana" fea ropong meaning "eagle" in
turing master drummer O- Obo Addy's native Ga lan
guage) performs tradition
bo Addy and dance troupe
will be presented in Fox al Ghanaian dance and
Hall on the Eckerd College music chosen from the var
campus, located at at 4200 ious ethnic cultures in
54th Ave. S. in St. Peters Ghana, including Ga, Ewe,
burg. The event is free and Ashanti, Dagomba and
Dagarti. Using a variety of
open to the public.
Addy has a 20-year hand and stick drums, talk
presence on the interna ing drums, bells and shak
tional performing arts ers, the musicians build
scene and has become layers of driving rhythms
known for his ability to while the dancers, clad in
celebrate past traditions colorful West African gar
while expanding to em ments, engage in an ener
brace new ideas and for getic physical "conversa
eign influences. His musi tion" with the drummers.
In 1992, Obo Addy
cal background is a combi
was
commissioned by the
nation of the rigorous stan
classical
music rebels,
dards of ritual music he
learned from his father, a Kronos Quartet, to com
Wonce Priest, with the pose "Wawshishijay" for
flashy international pop their chart-topping album
music he performed as a Pieces of Africa. Four
young professional with years later, he became the
big bands in Accra, Ghana. first African-born artist to
Internationally, Obo Ad receive the National Heri
dy's contribution can be tage Fellowship Award by
measured by the fact that the National Endowment
he is one of the key origi for the Arts, the highest
nators of the seminal musi honor a traditional artist
cal movement now known can receive in this country.
as "Worldbeat."
Obo Addy serves as
the artistic director of

♦Business planning and loan counseling
•Entrepreneurial training
•Business loan resources
•Government contract assistance

Office depot
Francis Bok

Bok is a 23-year old
native of Southern Sudan.
At the age of seven, he was
captured and enslaved dur
ing an Arab militia raid on
the village of Nymlal (out
side Aweil) on May 5,
1986. For ten years, he
lived as the family slave to
Giema Abdullah, forced to
sleep with cattle, endure
daily beatings and eat terri
ble food. Always called
"abeed" (black slave), Bok
was given an Arabic name
- Dut Giema Abdullah and forced to perform
Islamic prayers.
In December 1996,
Bok escaped to the nearby
town of Matari, where he
was enslaved by local
policemen for two months.
With the help of an Arab
A
Look
at
Modern
truck driver, Bok eventual
Day Slavery
ly escaped to Khartoum,
On Tuesday, Feb. 24, the capital city. There, Bok

ceremony. In September
2000, Bok became the first
escaped slave to testify be
fore the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations in
hearings on Sudan that
were broadcast live on CSpan.
Bok has been featured
in The Boston Globe, the
Christian Science Monitor
and dozens of other news
papers, and has appeared
on numerous radio and teL
evision shows, including
Black Entertainment Tele
vision. His autobiography,
"Escape from Slavery: The
True Story of My Ten
Years in Captivity - and
My Journey to Freedom in
America," was published
in October 2003.
For more information
about this and other events,
call (727) 864-7979.

Look at these
ht.

GREAT SAVINGS
$10 Merchandise Card
Good toward next purchase.

S99M
HP DESKJET 5150
COLOR INKJET PRINTER

• Prints up to 19 ppm Mack/14 ppm
coIor with up to 4800 optimized dpi
’Monitor your ink level easity onscreen
460-036
Offers and prices available in store onIy,

Office depot.

5-ffeamCase for

s10

OR $2.86 per Ream

OFFICE DEPOT PREMIUM COPY PAPER
• 20 Ib, 84 bright
8-H“x11*,Ream 420-283
Offers and prices available in store only.

Office

The Best Way To Shop For Ink
Fashion
from front page
Music by the likes of
R. Kelly, Missy Elliot, and
Beyonce filled the air as
twelve models took to the
stage, including one home
town favorite, Victoria
Bowers of Tampa, Fla.
Host Jada Jackson Collins
of Orlando, Fla., made sure
to pay compliments to plus
size model Lisa Haynes of
Columbus, Ohio. Haynes,
said Jayda, described her
self as different from the
other models in a very
unique way, using the car
analogy that, "While they
were made for speed, Lisa
says that she was made for
comfort."

"I’m really looking
forward to seeing the
swimsuits," said Shannon
Ligon, 21, an aspiring hiphop fashion designer her
self, during the intermis
sion. Ligon, a Florida State
University graduate, has
long been a fan of fashion
shows, she admitted, at
tending many in Talla
hassee while in college, as
well as events held in south
Florida. Her parents, den
tists Reginald and Mendee
Ligon, were one of the
many who helped provide
sponsorship for the show.
It wasn’t just about the
women’s wear Monday
evening, as two male mod
els also took to the stage.

In one of the more thrilling
moments (for the women),
they walked out in
" Matrix" -inspired black
jackets and shades, only to
rip them wide open, reveal
ing bare, well-sculpted
chests and short jean
shorts. After the screams
died down, Jayda joked to
the ladies about it being
"one of the loudest
moments of the night."
It was the last
moments of the show that
really gave something to
talk about, as the wedding
gown, a backless satiny
dress of deep red, was
revealed on the model. The
dress alone was notable,
but when the model did a

slow 360 degree turn (with
no tricks seemingly), the
audience went wild.
"I really liked that
robotic turn," remarked
University
of
South
Florida student LaMar N.
Robinson, 22. "This is my
first time here," remarked
Robinson, who was invited
by an AKA member. "I’m
very elated that I came; I
had a phenomenal time."
Robinson also liked that
"there weren’t just small,
slender models, but that
there was also a full-figure
model that gave an overall
appeal to the show - every
one looked beautiful in
their own way. I thought
that that was phenomenal."
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BUSINESS/ FINANCE
I'm Not Bill Gates. How Do I Get Started Selling Online.
bv David Ware
Despite what you may
have heard, you don't
have to be a computer
whiz to learn how to build
a profitable e-commerce
enterprise. All it takes to
master online selling is a
clear idea of your busi
ness, a realistic sense of
your level of technical
expertise and a strategy
that integrates both of
those things. There's an ecommerce solution for
everyone - whether you're
new to the Internet or a
programming guru! The
information below will
help you to determine the
best method for you,
based on your unique
needs.
First Things First
To sell online, you
first need to know the
products you want to sell,
how you will fulfill
orders, and the sales
approach you will take.
Before you imple
ment an e-commerce
solution for your busi
ness, there are a few fac
tors that you should think
about.
Product
First, you should
decide what you plan to
sell. Consider whether
your products are a good
fit for online selling. Are
there other businesses
selling similar products
online? If so, is there
room for your business?
For instance, if you want
to set up a Website to sell

customer service is very
important to online buy
ers. How will you handle
customer inquiries and
issues? Many visitors are
still wary of shopping
online. Creating a sense
of trust through clear
explanations of policies
and with strong customer
service is essential. If
these pieces are not in
place, you'll lose sales.
Commitment
You've now thought
about what you're going
to sell and how you're
going to sell it. Before
you investigate the differ
ent ways of achieving
your goals, you should
consider one more ques
tion: Do you have the
commitment it takes to
launch a successful ecommerce venture? In
many ways, running an ecommerce business is
much more efficient than
an offline, traditional
business. Still, don't let
the efficiency of it fool
you. It does require com
mitment. The Internet is
always changing. Those
who profit most from
online sales are business
people who are not afraid
to constantly grow and
adapt. E-commerce is a
huge opportunity, but it
does take work.
Strategy & Approach
Finally, you have to
decide on an approach.
Do you want to sell from
your own Web site, or
take the quicker route and

become involved in sell
ing online. Two choices
are to sell on an auction
site or sell on a digital
mall.
Auction Sites
Online auction sites like
eBay® allow anyone to
add an item for sale. You
can either set a fixed price
or let people bid to pur
chase the item. Payment
for the item(s) is handled
by the auction site, which
takes a percentage of the
purchase price. A mer
chant who sells goods on
an auction site handles
fulfillment - shipping the
item to the customer who
purchased it.
Although popular and
easy to use, auction sites
have some drawbacks.
They tend to take a high
commission from sales. If
you decide to use an auc
tion site, you will want to
consider whether or not
the site's commission per
centage will negatively
affect your profit margin.
Auction sites also have
strict rules about selling
directly to customers,
which leaves little oppor
tunity for you to promote
your own brand: your
business name and logo.
For instance, when a cus
tomer buys your custommade picture frames on
eBay, she generally will
not know the name of
your business. So, when
her friends ask her where
she purchased the frames,
she will most likely say,

books online, you should

add your products to an

"on eBay" as opposed to

consider whether or not
your products are unique
enough to compete with
Amazon - one of the top
10 most-visited sites
online.
Fulfillment
While you're thinking
about what you're going
to sell, you should also
consider whether or not
you can quickly and effi
ciently fill orders. If your
sales suddenly increase,
do you have systems set
up to handle that? What
will your shipping and
handling policies be?
Your
return
policy?
Research shows that good

established site? Or do
you want to hire someone
else to do it all for you?
There are advantages and
disadvantages to each
approach. They are all
described in more detail
below.
Selling from an
Established Site
Selling from auction
sites or digital malls is
quick and easy, but can be
costly and doesn't provide
much opportunity to build
your own brand.
If you find the
prospect of creating and
maintaining a Web site
daunting, you can still

saying, "from Smith's
Custom Frame Shop"
which would provide
your business with some
additional promotion. For
some business, the loss of
brand recognition is not a
concern at all. For other
merchants who are inter
ested in building their
brand name, this may not
be the best choice.
In addition, merchants
don't have total control of
fulfillment and customer
care. So, a customer who
has a bad experience with
one merchant on an auc
tion site may be unwilling
to buy from another, total

implementing
e-com
merce on your site usually
depends on the number of
products you have to sell.
• Business: You want
to sell 5-10 products on
your Web site
Solution: Online
Portfolio
If you only have
between 5 and 10 prod
ucts that you would like to
sell online, you may want
to create a basic online
portfolio (catalog) with
images and descriptions.
This will allow your cus
tomers to easily and con
veniently browse your
product offerings online.
Implementing a basic
online portfolio is the eas
iest solution to do your
self, and doesn't require
you make any special
arrangements for online
payments.
Customers
who see a product on your
site that they would like to
purchase simply mail,
phone, or fax orders to
you for fulfillment.
The only drawback to
this option is that many of
your customers; already
accustomed to the ease of
purchasing online, may
go elsewhere because you
don't have credit card pur
chasing capabilities on
your site. If you feel that
this describes your cus
tomers, then you might
want to consider a storefront-building application
like the one described
below.
• Business: You want
to sell 5-100 products on
your Web site
Solution: Online
Storefront
If you have between 5
and 100 items for sale,
you might want to use a
storefront-building appli
cation such as Interland's
E-Store Builder to create
an online storefront.
Using your online store
front, visitors can browse
and pay for items com
pletely online.
An online storefront
usually consists of a cata
log and a shopping cart.
The catalog area of the
storefront
contains
to images and descriptions

ly unrelated merchant.
Digital Malls
A digital mall is an ecommerce site on which
you can create your own
storefront and feature
your products, just by
uploading pictures and
filling in forms. Yahoo!
Store® is an example of a
digital mall.
Having a storefront on
a digital mall is similar to
renting space in a real
mall. You'll pay a monthly
fee, and the digital mall
may also take a percent
age of the products you
sell. The upside is that
you won't have to worry
about processing credit
cards or setting up a shop
ping cart - it will all be
handled for you. (There
are sometimes extra
charges for these servic
es.)
In most cases, you
won't have much control
over the design of your
site in a digital mall.
There will be a limited
number of templates from
which you can choose,
and very little opportunity
for customization or
building your brand.
Selling From Your Own
Site
The type of online
sales solution you imple
ment on your own site
depends on the number of
products you intend to
sell.
Creating your own
site is the best e-com
merce avenue to take if
you're serious about sell
ing online. You can con
trol all aspects of the cus
tomer experience and cre
ate relationships that will
lead to future sales. In
addition, you can better
market your own site by
featuring your URL (your
site's Web address) in all
offline advertising and
paperwork
including
invoices, shipping pack
ing slips, etc. With your
own site, you can use
search engines and payper-click keyword adver
tising to market your site
and increase your visibili
tyYour

approach

Bringing The Housing Boom To Under-Served
Communities

(NAPSM)-At a time
when the U.S. is enjoying
record-high homeowner
ship rates, some in the
mortgage finance industry
have demonstrated a com
mitment to bring the
housing boom to more
"emerging markets" of
historically underserved
families and communi
ties.
In
March
2000,
Fannie Mae, the nation's
largest source of financ

ing for home mortgages,
announced the American
Dream Commitment, a $2
trillion commitment to
serve the affordable hous
ing needs of 18 million
families
before
this
decade is out.
In March 2003, just
three years into the initia
tive, Fannie Mae reported
that the effort had already
topped $1.3 trillion and
that nearly 12 million
families had already been

served. This is thanks, in
large part, to vigorous,
committed partnerships
with lenders nationwide.
"We work with our
lenders to create new loan
products that fit their mar
kets and increase the serv
ice
to
under-served
groups and to under
served communities. And
the progress is a direct
result of the commitment
that they've made to serv
ing these communities in
imaginative ways," said
Franklin
D.
Raines,
Fannie Mae's chairman
and CEO.
In 2002, Fannie Mae
and its lender partners
helped more than 5.5 mil
lion homeowners by pro
viding $670 billion in
mortgage
financing.
Nearly one million minor
ity households were
served. The figure includ
ed:
• $24 billion for
213,000
African-

American families;
• $51 billion for
394,000 Hispanic fami
lies; and
• $61 billion for
375,000 Asian-American
families and other minori
ties.
While gratified at the
results of the American
Dream Commitment to
date, Raines noted there
was much more to be
done. "Over the next
decade, minorities and
immigrants are expected
to fuel the growth in the
mortgage market, making
up more than 60 percent
of first-time buyers,"
Raines said.
Fannie Mae, which
along with its partners
leads the market in serv
ing Americans of color
and modest means, is also
engaged in a National
Minority Homeownership
Initiative in support of
President Bush's chal
lenge to the private sector

to help meet affordable
housing needs. As part of
this initiative; Fannie has
pledged to invest $700
billion through 2009 to
make home financing
available to 4.6 million
minority households.
As part of the overall
effort to expand afford
able housing, Fannie Mae
is also working to address
the problem of predatory
lending. According to
Raines, the aim is "to use
good money to drive out
bad money," or loans
which impose lending
requirements that can't be
met by the borrower.
For more information
on the American Dream
Commitment, or for a list
of lenders, contact Fannie
Mae's Consumer Re
source Center at 1-8007FANNIE (1-800-7326643), Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
EDT.

of products. Products are
typically organized into
categories that let visitors
easily find what they're
looking for. Most catalogs
include pages with small
er images of a number of
products, so visitors can
browse and compare.
When a visitor clicks one
of
these
thumbnail
images, a page with more
detail about that particular
product appears.
Many online store
fronts also include a shop
ping cart, which recreates
an in-person shopping
experience by letting visi
tors pick the products
they want as they browse
through the catalog, and
then go through a "check
out" to actually purchase
them.
At check out, visitors
pay for their purchases
using a credit card. Online
storefronts with 100 or
less products often use a
third-party service such as
PayPal® to process credit
card payments. These
services deal with verify
ing the credit card infor
mation and transferring
money between accounts.
More advanced online
storefronts with a large
number of products can
set up credit card process
ing right on their own site,
but it's more complicated.
See
the
article
"Taking credit cards: the
easy way" for more infor
mation on third-party
credit card services.
• Business: You want
to sell more than 100
products on your Web site
Solution: Advanced
Online Storefront
If you are selling
more than 100 products,
you might want to consid
er advanced storefront
building software that
includes such features as
inventory tracking and the
ability to perform auto
matic price adjustments
for different shipping
options, sales tax, and dis
counts. Advanced store
front-building software
can be very complicated,
however, and requires
knowledge of computer

programming. Unless you
are technically sophisti
cated, you will need some
help to work with all the
features.
Most businesses that
implement an advanced
storefront solution also
add the ability to process
credit card orders right
from their own site, which
allows a more integrated
user experience, quicker
access to payments, and
better tracking of money
and
charge
backs.
However, setting up your
site to take credit card
payments is a complex
undertaking, and really
only pays if you are sell
ing in very high volumes
or at high prices. See the
article "Taking Credit
Cards Online: the More
Complicated Way" for a
full explanation.
• Business: You want
to sell a service on your
Web site
Solution: Online
Scheduling Tool
A new generation of
online scheduling tools
has brought e-commerce
to businesses that focus
on
selling
services.
Online scheduling can be
an invaluable resource if
your business relies on
scheduled appointments
to make sales.
For instance, a salon
could enter the days and
times that salon staff is
available for appoint
ments. Customers would

scheduling tools usually
have options for accepting
online credit card pay
ments either through a
third-party service or
directly on your site.
Getting Someone Else
to Do It
When working with a
consultant to create an
online sales solution, stay
involved to ensure you get
the right solution for your
business.
Hiring a consultant to
create a storefront for you
may seem like the easiest
solution, but it can also be
a costly way to end up
with something that's not
quite what you wanted.
You should stay closely
involved in the process,
and not be afraid to ask
lots of questions.
Among the issues you
should be considering
during the process are:
• Is the consultant
offering me a solution that
seems to fit the number of
products I have to sell? Or
am I getting lots of "bells
and whistles" that I'll
never use?
• If I do have a lot of
products to sell, can the
storefront being suggest
ing handle some of my
advanced needs, such as
inventory tracking and the
ability to change prices on
the fly?
• What method of
online credit card pro
cessing is the consultant
suggesting? What are the

then simply access the

monthly fees and charges,

salon's Web site and
review
the
current
appointment schedule to
set up and pay for their
own appointment using a
credit card.
If this sounds like it
could work for your busi
ness, you might want to
use an online scheduling
tool that can take pay
ments as a visitor makes
an appointment. Although
it may take some effort to
replace your existing
scheduling system, the
benefits in customer con
venience and satisfaction
are worth it.
As with storefront
building software, online

per transaction? Would it
be easier for me to imple
ment a simpler processing
scheme, such as using a
third-party service?
• How easy will it be
to update my catalog?
Will I need to call the
consultant and pay addi
tional fees every time I
have to add a product?
No one e-commerce
solution is right for every
one, but hopefully with
the information in this
article you can make an
informed decision that
even Bill Gates would
appreciate.
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TAX ISSUES
Get Your Piece of the 2003 Tax Cut
Pie------------------------------------------------------(NAPSI) - As taxpay
ers prepare for another tax
season, they may be in for
a few surprises. In 2003,
Congress passed the third
largest tax cut package in
U.S. history. With reduced
tax rates, expanded tax
brackets and increased
credits, the new law has
something for nearly
everyone. That's the good
news. The bad news is the
new tax law comes with
some complicated twists
and turns making it diffi
cult for the average taxpay
er to navigate.
"Taxpayers run the risk
of missing tax breaks
designed to help them keep
more of their money," said
Jackie Perlman, senior tax
analyst at H&R Block.
"This year, more than ever,
taxpayers might want to
seek advice from a tax pro
fessional who is trained to
understand the ins and outs
of the new tax laws."
Reduction of tax rates
One of the biggest
changes, and one that
affected most taxpayers, is
the reduction in tax rates
and the expansion of the 10
percent bracket, The nice

thing about the rate cuts is
that they took effect almost
instantly, with employers
switching to the new with
holding rates by July 1,
2003. Even nicer, from the
taxpayer's perspective, is
that the new lower rates
were retroactive to January
1, 2003. So many of you
can expect a refund, or a
lower tax bill, when you
file your 2003 returns
because you overpaid for
the first six months of the
year.
Marriage penalty relief
Another
welcome
change is a boost in the
standard deduction to
$9,500 for married taxpay
ers who file a joint return.
That's twice the amount
allowed for single filers,

22 South Floridians
Filed Millions in
Bogus Tax Refunds
MIAMI (AP) - More in charge of the IRS's
than 20 South Floridians Miami office. He pointed
are accused of filing more
out that the IRS holds tax
than 1,700 bogus tax re payers responsible, even if
turns to illegally get $4.1 someone else prepares the
million in refunds over the return.
The suspects face vari
past year, investigators for
the Internal Revenue Ser ous conspiracy charges
relating to preparing and
vice said.
In most of the 22 cases, presenting fraudulent re
the defendants are accused turns to the IRS.
They include Lauda
of recruiting taxpayers
with promises of large Mojica, 41, of Miami, who
refunds. Some cases in is charged with eight
volve identity theft or the counts of filing false
submission of fictitious claims. IRS officials said
earnings statements, agents she was responsible for fil
and federal prosecutors ing more than 500 bogus
said. Others involve returns returns that generated more
that deflated the taxable than $1.5 million.
“If we listed all of the
income or inflated the
number of deductions and (examples) in the indict
ment, it would read like
dependents.
Fourteen of the 22 'War and Peace,"' prosecu
were indicted and have ap tor Richard Boscovich
peared before federal mag said.
Willie James Collins,
istrate judges. The rest
55,
and
Patricia Ann Sapp,
have either pleaded guilty
36, both of Lauderhill,
or agreed to do so.
were
charged with recruit
“These cases are really
going to send a message to ing people and preparing
people that unscrupulous and filing 78 fraudulent re
tax preparers will not be turns, generating $302,000
tolerated," said Scott Re- in undeserved refunds.
bein, acting special agent

Every ©ay is a Gift - That’s
Why it’s Called the ©resept!

WASHINGTON D.C.

BUiunUEDREAM.ORG

which also increased to
$4,750. Taxpayers may
need to calculate their
return a couple of ways to
determine if the higher
standard deduction is more
beneficial than itemizing.
Advance Child Tax
Credit
The tax bill also
increased the Child Tax
Credit from $600 to $1,000
for many filers. Last sum
mer, the government gave
qualifying families an
advance on that credit of
up to $400. If you received
an advance payment check,
you must subtract that
amount when figuring the
Child Tax Credit on your
2003 return. Most impor
tant to remember, the
advance payment is not

taxed as income. It simply
is an increase in the value
of the credit that you
received early rather than
having to wait until you
filed your 2003 return.
Of course there are
many other tricky changes
in the tax package that
might affect you: the lower
rates on dividends and cap
ital gains, changes in the
Alternative Minimum Tax
and the new benefits to
small business owners, just
to name a few. Many of
these changes are also tem
porary and begin to disap
pear in 2005. So, the key to
taking advantage of these
newest, accelerated tax
changes is to act now.
The new tax law
changes can benefit you
significantly, but only if
you understand them and
know how to claim them.
Working with both a tax
professional and financial
advisor will ensure that
you're on the right finan
cial path and taking advan
tage of every tax break
along the way.

Turn Your Generosity
into Financial
Security--------------------

IRS Looking to do More Audits
by Joyce M, Rosenberg
NEW YORK (AP) -A
restructuring announced
by the Internal Revenue
Service recently could
mean that more small busi
nesses see audits of their
income tax returns.
The IRS said it would
be adding 2,200 new posi
tions to its enforcement, or
audit, operations in 2005,
having consolidated or cut
back in other divisions.
The agency noted that
between 1996 and 2002, its
enforcement
personnel
declined by more than a
quarter.
Accountants said they
expect more audits of
small companies and their
owners. And although the
staff won't be augmented
until next year, agents can
still look back at prior-year
returns.
“The feeling out there
is that they have lost
money over the years and
they're trying to regroup,"
said Theodore Kravitz, a
certified public accountant
with ERE LLPP, an
accounting firm based in
New York.
Small businesses hop
ing to avoid audits should
start by not making them
selves vulnerable. Accoun
tants say that means not
putting anything into a
return that could raise what
they call red flags - some
thing out of the ordinary, or

that's unexplained or
excessive.
The excessives tend to
come in the form of
deducted expenses for
entertainment,
home
offices and car usage.
What is excessive?
That depends on a variety
of factors - what kind of
business you're in, what
kind of expenses you've
taken in past year?, the
amount of your revenue,
etc.
Frank Lamanna, a
CPA with Ison & Decosimo, a Memphis, Tenn.,
accounting firm, said prob
lems tend to crop up with
car usage because many
small business owners use
a vehicle for both work and
personal activities. Some
try to take too big a deduc
tion based on their busi
ness usage.
“If they (the IRS) see
an automobile as being
claimed 100 percent for
business, and it's a Mer
cedes ... it's probably not a
delivery truck," Lamanna
said. "That's a red flag."
On the other hand, if
your business is a limou
sine service, you can justi
fy deducting the full
amount. The IRS will look
at the totality of your cir
cumstances.
Another common red
flag comes when someone
tries to take a home office
deduction for part of a bed

room that's used for a PC
and fax machine. It's not
that you can't deduct
expenses for a home office,
but it has to clearly be an
office.
Perhaps a good rule of
thumb in avoiding audits is
to use commonsense in
deciding what to deduct,
and not try to get away
with something. It's a good
idea to get the advice of a
tax professional, especially
if you think you might be
heading into a danger
zone.
Yet another red flag
comes from not listing
income from a Form 1099
on a Schedule C. Many
independent contractors
receive 1099s from the
people or businesses they
work for, and Kravitz said
the IRS is making a priori
ty of matching the copies
of 1099s it receives with
the income reported on
returns. Discrepancies lead
to an inquiry from the tax
agency, and they can also
trigger a full audit.
Business owners who
file a Schedule C should
also be careful about their
personal returns. Raising
questions from the IRS on,
for example, Schedule A or
B, can lead agents to start
looking into the business
part of your return.
Corporations
have
their own particular red
flags. For example, Kravitz

said, the IRS is on the
lookout for shareholders/
employees of what are
called S corporations who
might take excessively
large dividend payments
that in reality should be
taken as salary. In an S cor
poration, profits are passed
along to shareholders as
personal income to them;
unlike more traditional C
corporations, the business
itself does not have earn
ings.
The problem with an
excessive dividend pay
ment is that it enables a
business to avoid paying
payroll taxes - for Social
Security and Medicare - on
the money, since the corpo
ration considers it a divi
dend. But the IRS will call
it salary, and the company
faces penalties and a possi
ble audit.
Lamanna pointed out
that a C corporation can
have the opposite red flag:
Paying too much compen
sation to employees so the
company can avoid paying
taxes on its own income.
Again, what's exces- •
sive will depend on the
totality of circumstances)
including the kind of busi
ness being conducted, and
the usual compensation
that an employee in such a
business can expect to
earn.

IRS e-file Use and Reach on the Rise

Helen Doss Reed
(NAPSI) - Want to
increase your retirement
income, reduce your taxes
and save lives?
When you use cash or
securities to create a chari
table gift annuity with The
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, you get a tax break
and fixed monthly pay
ments at an attractive rateguaranteed for the rest of
your life. Your investment
in leukemia, lymphoma
and myeloma research
means benefits for you and
hope for the more than
670,000 Americans bat
tling blood cancer.
"It was the best deci
sion of my life," says
Helen Doss Reed, 88, who
lost her stepdaughter,
Carol, to leukemia, the
leading cause of diseaserelated death in children
under the age of 15. Doss
Reed created a charitable
gift annuity with The
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. "I feel secure
knowing I'll get a monthly
check for as long as I live,"
she explains. "In return, it
feels great to help fund
research that may one day
find a cure for cancer."
Doss Reed is pleased
with her annuity's payout
rate. "The annual return I'd
get at my local bank pales
in comparison to the inter
est rate from my charitable

gift annuity," she explains.
Payout rates correspond to
the age of the donor; the
older the donor, the higher
the rate. Currently, The
Leukemia
Lymphoma
Society offers annual rates
above seven percent for
donors in their mid-70s,
and more than 11 percent
for donors in their 90s.
Even better, the rates are
locked in at the time the
charitable gift annuity is
created.
Every five minutes,
someone in the U.S. is
diagnosed with leukemia,
lymphoma or myeloma,
and every nine minutes,
another child or adult dies
from these cancers. For
more information about
charitable gift annuities or
other ways to help, call the
Society toll-free at (888)
773-9958
or
visit
www.LLS.org.
The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society is the
world's largest voluntary
health organization dedi
cated to funding blood can
cer research and providing
education and patient serv
ices. Since its inception in
1949, the Society has pro
vided more than $358 mil
lion for research specifical
ly targeting blood cancers.
The Society does not issue
charitable gift annuities in
Arkansas and Hawaii.

(NAPSI) - Tax season
can be a trying time for
millions of Americans as
they collect the right
forms, make sure they're
filled out correctly and
arrive on time. That's why
more and more individuals
and tax professionals each
year file taxes electronical
ly, allowing for greater
accuracy, speedier refunds
and enhanced convenience.
The number of individual income tax forms filed
electronically rose from 47
million to nearly 53 mil
lion between 2002 and
2003. In addition, 6.7 mil
lion business forms were efiled in 2003. The IRS
expects the numbers will
again increase this year as
more people discover IRS
e-file's benefits.
IRS e-file: Tax filing
made easy
Getting started with
IRS e-file is easy. Virtually
all individual tax forms,
including forms for the
self-employed, can be filed
electronically. Individuals
can e-file their own taxes
or a tax preparer can do it
for them.
More than 150,000 tax
preparers nationwide are
authorized to e-file taxes
for their clients. For tax
payers who opt to e-file
their own taxes, there are
three options to complete
the process:
1. Purchase tax prepa
ration software from re
tailers nationwide.

2. Download IRS-authorized software from the
Internet. (The IRS does not
charge a fee to file elec
tronically. However, many
tax preparation software
companies and Internet
providers charge a nominal
fee, ranging from $7 to
$30.) A listing of approved
e-file providers can be
found on www.irs.gov.
3. More than 60 per
cent of Americans who file
an individual income tax
return are eligible to use
Free File, which allows
them to prepare and e-file
their taxes for free using
commercial tax software.
Taxpayers may log onto
www.irs.gov to see if they
qualify for Free File and
for more information on
the program.
With IRS e-file, tax
payers know within 48
hours that the IRS has
received their return. Efiled returns are automati
cally checked for accuracy.
If errors are detected, the
taxpayer or tax preparer
will receive an electronic
message indicating the
error and will allow the
sender to correct the mis
take and resubmit without
penalty.
People who use e-file
can receive their refunds in
half the time as paper fil
ers, and in as few as 10
days if they use Direct
Deposit. Taxpayers may
also track their refunds via
the "Where's My Refund"

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

feature on www.irs.gov.
Those who owe money can
file electronically at any
time during the tax season
and delay payments until
April 15.
In 37 states and the
District of Columbia, tax
filing is simplified even
further because taxpayers
can file federal and state
income tax returns together
through the Federal/State
e-file program. Tax soft
ware automatically trans
fers relevant data from the
federal return to the state
return as the information is
entered.
Good business sense

The most common
business forms are avail
able for IRS e-file and
more businesses than ever
can enjoy its benefits.
Beginning in early 2004,
corporations and taxexempt organizations will
now be eligible for e-file.
"Businesses that use
IRS e-file can spend less
time on taxes and more
time on running a busi
ness," said Terence H.
Lutes, director, Electronic
Tax Administration.
For more information
on IRS e-file, visit
www.irs.gov.
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STATE NEWS
Florida Teen Suspended for
Anti-Confederate Flag Petition
TARPON SPRINGS,
Fla. (AP) - A Tarpon
Springs High School stu
dent has been suspended
for 10 days for circulating
an unauthorized petition to
ban Confederate flag sym
bols at the school.
About 100 of her fel
low students signed the
petition before 16-year-old
junior Krista Abram was
suspended last Tuesday. A
letter from the school
blamed her for distributing
“unauthorized material."
“I definitely anticipat
ed some kind of conse
quences for not getting the
petition approved," said
Abram, who is biracial and
sees the flag as a racist
symbol. “But I think 10
days is harsh."
Her mother, Paula Lo
pez, a medical assistant
who recently moved to
Tarpon Springs from Pitts
burgh, said she plans to
appeal the suspension.
Abram said she was
shocked when she started
school in August and
noticed a classmate wear
ing a T-shirt emblazoned
with the Confederate flag.
So she started asking ques
tions.
When she didn't get

Krista Abram
ABC Action News

answers from teachers and
administrators, she decided
to circulate a petition about
the dress code.
Abram and her brother
Shawn, a 14-year-old
freshman, asked students to
sign the petition during the
school's lunch break last
Tuesday seeking a ban on
symbols that could be in
terpreted as discriminatory.
Assistant
Principal
Ruth Riel declined to dis
cuss Abram's suspension,
saying only that adminis
trators are investigating.
Regarding Confederate
flag T-shirts, Riel said the
school adheres to the
school board guidelines on
student dress codes.
“Clothing has to be

determined to be a disrup
tion in the school for action
to be taken," Riel said.
Asked whether parents
or students had complained
about Confederate flags at
the school before Abram
brought it up, Riel declined
comment.
Meanwhile, students
had plenty to say Thursday.
Sophomore
Jermeil
Blanch, 16, said he signed
the petition because, as an
African American, he finds
the Confederate flag offen
sive.
“That's not right," Jer
meil said of wearing the
Confederate flag. “If it was
like me wearing a shirt say
ing, “I hate rednecks,' I'd
get in trouble."
Mark Giannulis, 16,
disagrees with a blanket
ban on the flag.
“If someone's going to
wear a cross to school, then
they should be allowed to
wear the flag," Giannulis
said. ’ “There should be
freedom of expression."
A little more than six
percent of the school's
1,900 Students are black,
according to Pinellas
County school district sta
tistics.

Florida State Commemorates 40th
Anniversary of Racial Integration
by Brent Kallestad
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Ha.
(AP) - Fred Howers re
members sitting in the foot
ball stands during his fresh
man year at Horida State in
1965, thinking he could
play comerback for the
Seminoles.
Flowers was one of the
first 10 black students to
emoll at Florida State, and
he watched as the Semi
noles played the University
of Houston. The Cougars
had a speedster named
Warren McVea who caught
Flowers' eye - he was the
first black athlete to play in
a game at Horida State.
Florida State's current pres
ident, T.K. Wetherell, was
also there that day - on the
field as a player.
McVea returned a kick
off 92 yards and the game
ended in a 16-16 tie, leav
ing Wetherell and his team
mates awed by speed they
had never seen before. It
also left Flowers proud of
his race.
Both men said they
wondered that day: When
would blacks be accepted
by schools in the Deep

Top Juvenile Official Tries to Deflect
Criticism for Teen’s Death---------------bv Hilary Roxe
Associated Press Writer

services for the 226-bed

facility to ensure they now

MIAMI (AP) - Hon

da's top juvenile justice
official tried last Friday to
deflect criticism for a 17year-old inmate's death of a
burst appendix, blaming
nurses for not responding,
low-level staff for poor
judgment and the Legisla
ture for not providing
money to improve a run
down lockup in Miami.
Three days after the
release of a Miami-Dade
County grand jury's report
and murder indictment in
the June death of Omar
Paisley, Juvenile Justice
Secretary Bill Bankhead
said his department's poli
cies should not have kept
the teen from getting prop
er medical attention.
Paisley spent three
days in excruciating pain,
asking for medical atten
tion, before he died at the
Miami-Dade Regional Ju
venile Detention Center.
“To suggest anyone in
this administration would
willfully withhold help or
prevent kids from getting
help is just wrong," Bankhead said.
This week, after a ninemonth investigation, the
grand jury indicted nurses
Gaile Tucker Loperfido
and Dianne Marie Demeritte on charges of thirddegree murder and child
abuse manslaughter, alleg
ing they skipped examina
tions or falsified medical
records for Paisley.
Bankhead held the
nurses responsible for the
death, and severed the
facility's contract with
Miami Children's Hospital,
which provided medical

Bill Bankhead

facility.
There also were ques
tions about why staffers
trained in first aid didn't
help the boy.
The grand jury report
pointed to other problems,
such as phones that could
not directly dial 911 and a
culture that made staff
wary to break the chain of
command to call for help.
Bankhead said he spent the
day testing phones at the

reach 911 directly.
He said the MiamiDade facility is under
staffed - missing three as
sistant superintendents and out of date, because of
a lack of funding from the
legislature. Last year,
Bankhead said, his depart
ment received about a tenth
of the funding requested by
the governor.
He Said the department
will complete an internal

South?
“It shouldn't have taken
so long," said Wetherell,
who played at Horida State
from 1963-66, but never
with a black teammate.
“It's an ever-evolving
process that first started
when the first slave ship
arrived in 1617," Howers
said. “What's interesting is,
it always seems to take
place first in athletics."
He cited several exam
ples: Jesse Owens in track
in the 1930s, Joe Louis in
boxing in the '40s and base
ball's Jackie Robinson in
the '40s and '50s while
most American colleges
were still segregated although Robinson starred
in several sports at UCLA.
Flowers and his sister,
Doby Howers, the school's
first black homecoming
queen, will be among 300
or so black graduates on
hand for Friday's unveiling
of the statute “Integration,"
a work by local sculptor W.
Stanley Proctor.
Wetherell, who credits
his predecessor, Sandy
D'Alemberte, for creating
the idea to honor diversity,
is happy the day has finally

investigation by the end of
February, and may call for
additional policy changes
at that point.
South Horida lawmak
ers have called for Bankhead to resign, but he said
he has no plans to do that.
Gov. Jeb Bush has said he
had faith in Bankhead's
leadership.
Bankhead also said he
would not fire center super
intendent George LaHam.
“I believe that we have
done what we're supposed
to do to improve the sys
tem," Bankhead said. “At
this point, we believe
George LaFlam has the
right vision to lead the
facility."
The report, however,
cited the “incompetence,
ambivalence and negli
gence" of the jail staff and
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blocks from the campus.
That same fall, James
Meredith entered the Uni
versity of Mississippi.
Aside from historically
black colleges, Florida
State today ranks third
among the nation's univer
sities in the number of
black students who earn
bachelor's degrees, accord
ing to the magazine, Black
Issues in Higher Education.
The University of Florida
also accepted its first black
undergraduate in 1962,
although its law school
admitted a black student
four years earlier.
Courtney graduated
with high honors. He
worked for NASA, and
then the Smithsonian Insti
tution in Washington. He
died in 1975 in a drowning
accident.
By the late 1960s,
many southern schools
started to admit black ath
letes, although the first
football players at Horida
State didn't get onto the
field until 1970 when J.T.
Thomas, Eddie McMillan
and Charlie Hunt joined the
Seminoles.
“For so long, the walls

of prejudice and separation
stood in the way of talent
and blossoming and stood
in the way of people rising
to the occasion and to their
potential," said Doby
Flowers,
homecoming
queen in 1970.
And it took another 22
years until the Seminoles
had a black quarterback - a
quiet youngster from near
by Thomasville, Ga. The
soft-spoken athlete was
Charlie Ward, who led the
school to its first national
championship and won the
Heisman Trophy as the
nation's best player.
“When I see a Charlie
Ward and so many others
who are achieving, I say,
'What was this whole thing
about, what was this myth
about?"
asked
Doby
Howers.
Her brother looks back
on the last four decades and
his experience as a trail
blazer at Horida State with
mixed feelings.
“It was a little bitter
sweet," Fred Flowers said.
“As I've gotten older, the
less bitter, the more sweet."
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arrived.
“We think it's an
important statement about
who we are," Wetherell
said.
Coincidentally, Gordon
W. Blackwell, the president
who led the school through
integration and a period of
great growth in the 1960s,
died at his Greenville, S.C.,
home last Monday of a
heart attack. He was 92.
Integration in educa
tion started becoming a
reality after World War II
when veterans returned to
the country and demanded
the benefits of democracy
they had fought to pre
serve. By 1950, the Univer
sity of Texas law school
was integrated. By the mid1950s, blacks were begin
ning to win acceptance in
most universities outside of
the South.
Florida State, which
now has nearly 4,500 black
students on campus, admit
ted its first in 1962, two
years before the passage of
the U.S. Civil Rights Act.
The pioneer was Max
well Courtney, a brilliant
16-year-old from an all
black high school just
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NATIONAL NEWS
Month Marks Slavery, Freedom and
Beyond----------------------------------------------bv Derrill Holly
ers, millers, blacksmiths, draft of the Emancipation
Associated Press Writer
carpenters and shoemakers Proclamation in 1865.
WASHINGTON (AP) and distillers.
The home where aboli
— As the nation marks
While skilled slaves tionist and orator Frederick
Black History Month, his and house servants often Douglass lived during the
torians and museum cura lived in or near areas where last 18 years of his life is
tors are reminding the they worked, Washington also a national historical
world that African-Ameri housed many slaves in site. The Victorian mansion
cans have been a part “The House of Families," a sits on an eight acre site
Washington, D.C., since its communal quarters. Al overlooking the city from
earliest days.
though the original build the one of the highest
About 60 percent of ing burned early in the 20th points in the district east of
the District of Columbia's century it has been recon the Anacostia River. Rec
572,000 residents are structed.
ords indicate that Douglass
black. Their history in the
Slaves and free blacks did much of his civil rights
area predates the 1791 cre helped build the White work during Reconstruc
ation of the federal district House and U.S. Capitol as tion in the home's small
by Congress.
both laborers and crafts library.
“There was always a men. Neighborhoods creat
“In that room, you will
sizable free black popula ed by and for blacks, in find the cane that Mary
tion in the District of Co cluding shops, churches Todd Lincoln gave to
lumbia," said James Hor and homes survive today.
Douglass after the death of
ton, the Benjamin BanneSuch institutions were President Lincoln," said
ker professor of American sometimes intricately in Bill Clark, a spokesman for
Studies and History at volved in surreptitious the National Park Service.
George Washington Uni escapes plots. The George
The Park Service also
versity.
town section of Washing administers the Mary Mc
For decades after the ton had several "safe hous Leod Bethune Council
city became the nation's es" used by conductors on House, where the National
capital, slave markets the “Underground Rail Council of Negro Women
flourished in the area that is road."
was founded. Bethune who
today the National Mall,
“It's really only on the founded Florida' s Beth
particularly along what is black history tours that une-Cookman College was
now Independence Avenue. slavery is discussed in any a confidant of First Lady
By 1860, slaves repre detail,"
said
LaNelle Eleanor Roosevelt.
sented much of the nation's Daughtry, spokeswoman
“Bethune believed in
wealth. “Greater than the for the Guild of Profes education being the key to
dollar value of all of sional Tour Guides of freedom," just like Mr.
America's banks, railroads Washington, D.C.
Douglass, said Clark.
and manufacturing put
According to Daugh
The district is also
together," said Horton.
try, a village established for home to the National Black
Although
President runaway and freed slaves Civil War Memorial. The
George Washington per was located on the grounds 15-foot bronze statue fea
sonally took part in the of what is now Arlington tures the images of black
placing the south corner National Cemetery. It once troops and sailors as well
stone of the “seat of gov had a population of 30,000. as so-called contraband
ernment at Jones Point" Section 27 of the cemetery slaves liberated by union
eight miles north of Mount contains their graves, and forces during the war.
Vernon estate, it was the those of the U.S. Colored Stainless steel plaques are
surveyor Banneker who Troops, the Union Army's inscribed with the names of
soldiers
and
performed the calculations official designation for its 209,145
19,000
sailors
who
served
black
units
during
the
Civil
needed to position 39 other
with Union forces.
stones along a route meas War.
“Virtually every black
Anderson
Cottage,
the
uring ten miles on each
summer retreat where Pres family in the United States
side.
“Washington was dedi ident Lincoln spent about a has a name on this wall,"
cated to having high quali 25 percent of his presiden said Frank Smith, execu
ty craftsman and workman cy was declared one of tive director of the muse
ship,"
said
Stephanie America's Treasures at um. The home of Carter G.
Brown, a Mount Vernon Risk in 2000. The 14-room Woodson, the educator
spokeswoman. Many of the home on the grounds of the considered the “father" of
316 slaves living at his Soldier's Home in North Black History Month is
estate at the time of his west Washington is where undergoing preservation
death were trained as coop Lincoln wrote the final nearby.
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Cultural Tourism D.C.
has worked with the city
government, the National
Park Service and others to
promote
the
African
American Heritage Trail.
“There are more than
60 museums off the
National Mall that people
seldom find," said Kathryn
S. Smith, consulting histo
rian on the project.
This year marks the
50th anniversary of the
landmark Brown vs the
Board of Education deci
sion. The 1954 Supreme
Court decision declaring
“separate but equal, inher
ently unequal," cleared the
way for integration.
During the Civil Rights
era and the Vietnam War
the Lincoln Memorial and
surrounding National Mall
were the rallying points for
Americans fighting for
social justice.
The Lincoln Memorial
was the site of opera singer
Marian Anderson's Easter
concert, after she was
barred from performing at
DAR Constitution Hall.
“The steps of the Lin
coln Memorial were just
etched last year with the
words from Martin Luther
King's 'I Have a Dream'
speech," said Victoria Isley,
spokeswoman for the
Washington, D.C. Conven
tion and Tourism Council.
At the Smithsonian's
Anacostia Museum, the
photo-essay “Crowns" in
cludes 30 portrait quality
black and white photo
graphs of black women.
Although the subjects were
homemakers, domestics
and in did other menial
jobs, they used their day of
worship to add fashion and
flare to their lives.
“Sunday was a day that
they could really get
dressed up," said Michael
Cunningham, the photogra
pher who produced the
work. Five of the hats,
passed down from one gen
eration to the next are also
included in the exhibit.
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older youths rode by, Sims
closed his eyes and fired a
pistol, according to news
reports.
Virgil was hit once in
the chest and once in the
face. The shooters were
given two years' probation
for their crime.
In Virgil's memory, the
Birmingham City Council
has dedicated the intersec
tions of Cardova Avenue at
DeKalb Street and Eutaw
Avenue at DeKalb Street,
where Virgil lived and died.
“I'm glad the city is
finally doing something for
him," Ware said. “It should
have been done a long time
ago."
Commemorative
plaques will be placed at
the northern and southern
entrances to the intersec
tions and will bear Virgil's
name.
Part of the effort to
cement Virgil's legacy in
cludes moving his remains
to George Washington Car
ver Cemetery. His mother,
Lorene Ware, was buried
there in 1996.
In 1963, Virgil was buried

'

ToiAL PtRIKTION
32V5|4'|- . J

McKEES ROCKS, Pa.
(AP) “-^’A police dog
cleared two years ago of
racial profiling has been
accused of biting a black
teenager during a demon
stration at a middle school.
A McKees Rocks
councilwoman and the
girl's parents said a K-9
officer had to pry the dog's
jaws apart to free 14-yearold Angela Kirkland last
Thursday. It was the second
time in 19 months the dog
has been accused of attack
ing a black child.
In 2002, town officials
ordered a two-month inves
tigation to determine if

Kelly—
from front pg.
not to see someone he did
n't want to see in the first
place?" Genson asked.
Kelly, already a Gram
my winner, is nominated
for best contemporary
R&B album for his double
platinum album "Chocolate
Factory" and best male

Dolpho, a German shep
herd, was singling out
blacks while on patrol.
In the previous inci
dent, Dolpho escaped from
a police vehicle when a
quick-release button on the
belt of K-9 officer Shawn
Barger was depressed as he
wrestled with a drug sus
pect. The dog bolted from
the K-9 wagon when the
door opened and bit a 9year-old boy who was play
ing nearby.
Barger was also han
dling the dog Thursday at
Sto-Rox Middle School.
McKeesport
police
would not comment on the

most recent allegations.
Councilwoman Wanda
Jones Dixon once again
asked that Dolpho be
retired. She wants the dog
euthanized or locked away,
though she said race is not
the issue this time.
“I'm an animal lover
and I feel very bad for the
dog," Dixon said. “But you
can't keep a dog out there
that's attacking children.
For me, color doesn't mat
ter. He hurt a child."
The girl's parents, how
ever, say Dolpho only
attacks black people.
“I blame the training,"
said Bobby Kirkland. “I

R&B performance.
Kelly was arrested in
June 2002 after a videotape
surfaced that allegedly
showed him having sex
with an underage girl. He
has denied the charges
alleged in a 21-count in
dictment.
Jackson has pleaded
innocent to seven counts of
performing lewd or lascivi

ous acts on a child under 14
and two counts of adminis
tering an intoxicating
agent, reportedly wine. He
was arrested in November.
Kelly, who remains
free on bond, has received
Gaughan's permission to
travel before. He has to be
back in Chicago from his
latest trip on Feb. 18.
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in 1963. “All we want to do
is give this boy a decent
burial."
City Council member
Carole Smitherman lauded
the efforts to remind city
residents what happened
here more than four
decades ago.
“Birmingham has gone
a long way in race rela
tions. It's a good day when
this council can say that
this was wrong," she said
last Tuesday as the council
voted to honor Virgil.
Although pleased with
the street dedication, Joyce
Ware said she has mixed
feelings when it comes to
moving her brother's re
mains.
“In a way I'm glad and
in a way I'm not," she said
through tears. “I have a
grandma and two uncles
there, all four of them
(including Virgil) right
there in a row. Makes me
sad that he will be moved
away from them. But he'll
be close to Mom."

still say that that dog ... is a
racist dog."
The dog allowed a
white girl to pet it but attacked when his daughter
got close, Kirkland said.
Kirkland said the dog
tore his daughter's pants
and shirt. The dog's teeth
did not break the skin, but
did leave marks, Kirkland
said.
Mark Livingston, the
father of the boy attacked
two years ago, said he was
n't surprised about the
alleged attack.
“That police dog has
struck again," he said.
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at an unofficial “blacksonly" cemetery, known at
the time as Roberts' Ceme
tery, where other members
of his mother's family were
interred.
After the death of fu
neral home owner H.D.
Roberts in 1978, the ceme
tery was left unattended,
said his son George Rob
erts.
Now the area is hard to
navigate because of thick
brush and only a few spo
radic markers.
Although Virgil's grave
does not have a headstone,
the family knows where he
is buried. They visit the site
and clean off brush regular
ly, said Shirley Floyd, a
family friend.
With the family's con
sent, Virgil's remains will
be exhumed sometime this
spring and recommitted
during a public ceremony
on May 6.
“Human
beings
shouldn't be treated that
way," said Tommy Wrenn,
chairman of a civil rights
activist committee, the
Foot Soldiers, first formed

Police Dog Again Accused of Racial
Profiling ——------- —
——
—

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala.
(AP) - The shooting death
of 13-year-old Virgil Ware
by two white youths was
overshadowed by the Ku
Klux Kian bombing of the
Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church that killed four
black girls. Both crimes
occurred on the same day Sept. 15,1963.
The next day, the
church bombing dominated
news reports that, gave little
attention to the details of
Virgil's death. But Joyce
Ware recalls the tragic day
when her 13-year-old
brother was fatally shot by
two white teenagers trying
to scare him and his broth
er, James.
“It still has a bad effect
on me," she told the
Birmingham Post-Herald.
“It tears me apart some
times."
After attending a segre
gationist meeting the mom-t
ing of the church bombing,
Larry Joe Sims and
Michael Lee Farley, both
16, decided to scare two
black youths they saw rid
ing a bicycle. As the two

BYDESIGN™
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City Honors 13-Year-Old Slain Amid
1963 Racial Violence--------------------------

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
- Hillary Williams

helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Pentecostal Temple COGIC

L-R: Rev. Douglass
Harrell, Deaconess
Barbara Stockton

Mrs. Sue Brody, CEO
Bayfront Medical
Center
The
Pentecostal
Temple family was happy
to receive guests and visi
tors to their Women in
Ministry service. During
this service, Deaconess
Barbara Stockton would
give her initial message as
a minister of the gospel.
Two years ago, she accept
ed the call of God upon her
life to go to Africa and
minister physically to those
who need food, clothing

and medical assistance
with the HIV/AIDS virus.
Now she has accepted the
mandate from God to go
forth and minister the
gospel
of
salvation.
Second Timothy 2:21
speaks of "a vessel unto
honour, sanctified, and
meet for the master’s use,
and prepared unto every
good work." Deaconess
Stockton fits those criteria.
Family
members,

neighbors and friends from Deaconess Stockton spoke
near and far were present. to us from Mark 5:25-34
Also in the midst were co using the subject: "Keep
for
Your
workers from Bayfront Pressing
A powerful
Medical Center where Blessing."
Deaconess Stockton has anointing overshadowed
been employed for the past her as she encouraged us to
28 years.
First Lady, "press through" our diffi
Rhonda Anderson, moved culties and circumstances
under a mighty anointing to deliverance and bless
as the Minister of Worship ing. She told us to forget
and Mother Daisy Lawson the past and look ahead
gave a warm welcome to with these five things in
everyone preset;
Sue mind to encourage us: 1)
Brody, CEO of Bayfront the Savior is in me, 2) my
Medical Center, gave sins are behind me, 3) the
words of response to the Spirit empowers me, 4)
welcome and expressed her Christ motivates me and 5)
pleasure of being in the a crown of life is waiting
for me.
service.
The Rev. Douglas
Evangelist Jackqulyne
Anderson, presented her Harrell offered prayer fol
natural and spiritual sister lowing the message and
to the congregation with Pastor William Anderson
joy. The atmosphere was received this woman of
charged with the Presence God as another laborer for
and power of God as the harvest of souls.

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Church
reminder us to do as
Abraham did, trust, have
faith and believe that God
will do just what he said in
his word he would do, at
your leisure time read
Genesis 22:14.
At Emmanuel we are
truly being blessed by the
word this year, with pastor
Range, teaching on new
beginnings, encouraging
the saints to renew their
vows to the most high

Pastor Franklin Evans,
Sr., preached to the saints
of God from the word of
God.
Everyone
was
inspired by the word, for it
was just a fresher reminder
course straight from the
word of God. The word
promised that God will
provide, in time like these
when we become full of
doubt and listen to our
friends as Job did we
become Faithless, the word

King. Elder Snipes, taught
from Numbers21:4-9, St.
John 3:3, just another
reminder that the souls of
the people was discour
aged, because of their sin,
but if you beheld the ser
pent of brass you will live.
Saints let's LIVE for the
most HIGH KING JESUS,
today.
We at Emmanuel are
thankful as well as grateful
to Pastor Barbara Watts and

F« S i m
Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship -11 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1
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SERVICE
Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30
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Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan History Month: Oratorical
Baptist Church invites you presentations will be pre
to join us on Sunday for sented by the Youth
our 8 and 11 a.m. Worship Ministry during the Sunday
Services, and Sunday school hour and 11 a.m.
School at 9:30 a.m,; worship services; African
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. for Attire Day will be
Prayer Service, and 7 p.m. observed on Sunday, Feb.
15; Soul Food Fest Sunday,
for Bible study.
The Prayer Ministry Feb. 22; and Sunday
Family
Day,
monthly breakfast will be School
held on Saturday, Feb. 7 at Sunday Feb. 29.
Bethel Metropolitan is
8:30 a.m. The theme for
a
friendly
family in Christ
this month is "Love."
LaVeme Johnson and the striving to give a positive
Ushers Ministry invite the Christian witness for 100
community to join them for years. Our doors are
the Breast Cancer Seminar, always open to those who
desire to become travelers
Saturday, Feb. 21.
In celebration of Black of this Christian journey.

Galilee
Missionary
Baptist Church will cele
brate its 64th Anniversary
and the pastor's 24th begin
ning Feb. 10 through Feb.
15.
Nightly services at
7:30 will be as follows:
• Feb. 10: True Light
MBC and the Rev. Charlie
Ward
• Feb. 11: St. Mark
MBC and the Rev. Brian
Brown
• Feb. 12: Greater St.
Paul MBC and the Rev.
Clyde Williams
• Feb. 13: St. John
MBC and the Rev. Fleming
Tarver
• Feb. 14: Banquet Speaker the Rev. Clarence
Williams of Mt. Zion AME
• Feb. 15:
Faith
Memorial MBC and the
Rev. Bragg Turner
Galilee was organized
in 1940 by the late Rev.

became a pastor. The the
Rev. Manuel Sykes, pastor,
continued from Front Page
gave the message.
Carolina. At 5 p.m., the
Tuesday, the Rev.
congregation, ushers and
Nathaniel Drayton, pastor
choir of New Bethel
of Agapa Christian Church,
Progressive
Missionary
in Tampa, was the sepaker.
Baptist Church, came from
He was joined by his con
Tampa, with the Pastor
gregation and praise choir.
Reginal T. Webb.
And Wednesday, Mt. Zion
On Monday, in a joy
Progressive
Baptist
ous service, the Rev.
Church, their congregation,
Peterman greeted Bethel
choir and ushers celebrated
Community
Baptist
with the Rev. Peterman; the
Church, its choir, ushers,
Rev.
Louis
Murphy
and congregation. This was
preached.
the church he attended as a
young boy, until the time
he was ordained and

Peterman

Phone
(813) 328-9412

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890
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NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

3501 37th. SL So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Services:

Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11 ;00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Praise & Worship Service....10:30am

Prayer Service........................6:30pm
Bible Study................................. 7pm

I ‘Woman After
(Jod’s
Own Hieart...

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ

Spiritually Connected
CaUfor Trayers &
‘Testimonies

New
Covenant
Baptist
Church

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor
Join us as we lift up the name, ofJesus

Good Sanjaritai)

Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727) 821-3265

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: 865-9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid

Prayer/Praise Service
7:30 p.m. Wednesday

Bible Study

iThe Rev. Larry WiiIiams?
Pastor

The congregation would Cihe to invite you and your
family to worshij) with us. Come as you arel

8:00 p.m. Wednesday

Sunday School
9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship

Sunday Service ....,.............................. 8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ................... 7:00 P.M.
“'The Church of Love, Healing aijd Seatoratioq”

10:00 a.m.

Greater Mt. Zion

AFRICAN METHODIST
Moore’s Chapel
AME Church

Church School............................. 9am

Tuesday Services:

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-ramily Worship 7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

Prayer (Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome” • “'Bring A Friend”

(727)896-5228

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Ttoward
CaU: 727 895-5239

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

Frank Cubby with one
member. Several meeting
places for the church was
located in the old Gas Plant
area. The last and most
notable location was on
Elmore Avenue.
The
church membership grew
to more than 3,000 mem
bers by the time of the Rev.
Cubby's demise in 1976.
In October 2003, Galilee
dedicated its new fellow
ship center in honor of its
founder. The Rev. L.P.
Davis served as the 2nd
pastor of Galilee. Current
pastor, the Rev. Earnest
Jones was called to pastor
Galilee in May 1980. The
Rev. Jones currently serves
as President of Union #1 of
Union Foreign Missionary
Baptist Association.
The
Anniversary
Banquet will be held in the
Frank Cubby Fellowship
Center.

PRAYER
HELPS

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Tuesday.......................................... Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday.............................. Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

her congregation for invit
ing us to worship in their
beautiful sanctuary. Our
prayers are with Deaconess
Glorist Daniels, for a
speedy recovery. We will
have Services the week of
Feb. 22 through 28, at 2850
Freemont Terrace. Our
main focus is that some
soul will be saved, the pro
ceeds will go toward our
building fund. We thank
God for each of you.

Bethel Metropolitan
Church-------

Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All
Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School
i............ .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........................... 11a.m.
Baptist Training Union ....................5 p.m.
Evening Worship..................... ,6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday ................................................7 p.m.
Rev, Brian K. BroWn

“One weekjrom church mahes one weeth.”
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Lake Maggiore Baptist Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Church ----------- ------------The mission of the
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church is to be a covenant
fellowship, worshipping
God, equipping believers,
evangelizing the lost, min
istering
effectively.
Matthew 29:19-20
We have a community
Food Pantry and clothes
closet that is a Ministry of
PRAY sponsored by Lake
Maggiore Baptist and
Southside
Tabernacle
Baptist Church.
Upcoming Ministries:
• ICE Team meets the
last three Mondays of each
month in Fellowship Hall,
this is a door to door out
reach Ministry.
• Feb. 14 - Youth Group
at 10 a.m.; Baptist Men at 6
p.m.
• Feb. 15-6 p.m.,
guest Friendship Baptist,
Pastor Cooley, Pastor
Cooley will deliver the

message and we will have
food and fellowship.
• Feb. - The month of
February is "True Love
Waits" month. Students
and adults make a commit
ment, sign cards and have a
ceremony sating they will
abstain from sex and have a
lifetime of purity until mar
riage.
• March 7-14 - Week of
prayer
for
Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering.
North American Missions
support missionaries to
minister effectively in the
United States and Canada.
•
The
Lakewood
Terrace
Neighborhood
Association meets every
third Thursday of the
month
in
LMBC
Fellowship Hall.
We are a Cooperative
Southern Baptist, Multi
cultural Church, everybody
Welcome!

Forget not the Lord and
His many blessings!

Baptist Church

Please join our 55+
Ministry in hosting and cel
ebrating the 7 th Annual
Valentine’s Day Banquet,
Saturday, Feb. 14,6 p.m. at
the Holiday Inn Sun Spree
Resort. For more informa
tion, including ticket pric
ing, please see a 55+
Ministry Member or call
the church office at (727)
894-4311.
The next Mt. Zion
IMPAC Luncheon will be
held on Friday, Feb. 20,
11:45 a.m. The topic will
be "Black on Black
Crime." For more informa
tion, call the church office.
Crown
Financial
Ministry: Teaching God’s
people His financial princi
pals. To enroll for the next
class,
please
contact
Deacon Joe Mitchell,
Deacon Jerard Hubbard or
Deacon Antoine Benjamin
for further details or con
tact the church office at
(727) 894-4311.
Mt. Zion is reintroduc
ing its SAFE Ministry,
Fridays, 7 p.m. at the Kings
Kid’s Academy Building,

950 20th St. S. If you or a
family member is interest
ed in learning about, or
coping with substance
abuse, please contact Bro.
A.J. Murphy, (727) 4812609. Where there is a
need, God will make a way.
Calling all experienced
Drummers!!! If you’re
interested in joining Mt.
Zion’s Drum Line, please
call Everard Harris, (727)
866-1034 for details.
Mt.
Zion’s Youth
Ministry needs volunteers
for Wednesday Nights,
please call Bro. Troy
Gidron at, (727) 864-3550
for further details.
Attention
RN'S,
CNA'S and LPN's. The
Wellness Ministry is organ
izing the component of the
Nurses Guild to their
Ministry. Please contact

Sister Carolyn Swanson,
(727) 825-6692 or fill out a
form located in the Church
foyer.
Mt. Zion Before &
After School Care Program
for ages 5-13 is also
accepting applications. We
offer pick up & drop off to
school each morning &
afternoon, early pick up on
half days, and all day care
most school holidays. For
before and aftercare rates,
call Jan Smith, MondayFriday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.,
(727) 894-4311, ext. 402.
The
Reading
Enhancement
Program.
Students that are interested
in the program, please
apply in the Genesis
Building,
6pm-8pm.
Teachers and volunteers
are needed to assist in areas
such as monitoring, prepar

ing for FCAT one-on-one.
teaching, picking up sup
plies and kitchen help.
Classes started Jan. 12!!!
And will meet every
Tuesday and Thursday, 6
p.m. - 8 p.m. in the Kings
Kids Building.
Updated Pickup Info:
The church van will be
happy to give you a ride.
We pick up Sunday
through Thursday. Please
try to notify us one day in
advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office,
(727) 894-4311 ext. 801.
For emergency pick up
ONLY,
call
Coa-Coa
Rivers at (727) 550-0396,
or Brother Peter Smith,
(727) 895-9261. WE ARE
IN NEED OF VAN DRI
VERS.

The Family That:
Prays Together
Stays Together

Travelers* Rest
Missionary Baptist
Church-----------------(Ecclesiastes 12:1)
"Remember
now
thy
Creator in the days of thy
youth, while the evil days
come not, nor the years
draw nigh, when thou shalt
say, 1 have no pleasure
in them.”
God is good all the
time!
Welcome to the
house of the LORD.
Travelers' Rest, the church
where Christ is the center
of attraction and the Word
of God is preached. Pastor
Browne and the church
family invite you to come
and experience the pres
ence of God. Installation
service for all church offi
cers and ministry leaders
will take place during 11
a.m. Traditional Worship
Service.
Volunteers are still
needed for black history
presentations each Sunday.
Order of Worship: 8
a.m. Contemporary; 9:30
a.m. Sunday School Lesson Topic: "A Time to
Remember" Ecclesiastes
11:7-12:8;
11
a.m.
Traditional Worship.

Pastor Browne will
preach both sermons.
Musical selections by the
Konsonant Choir and
Usher Ministry #2 will
serve as doorkeepers. The
Men's Ministry will greet
the congregation.
Church Calendar:
• Thursday, Feb. 5,
Mid-Day Bible Study
lla.m.; Konsonant Choir
rehearsal 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Feb. 7,
Trustee Meeting, 1 p.m.
• Monday, Feb. 9,
Youth Department - Choir
rehearsal and Bible Study
5:30
• Tuesday, Feb. 10,
Trustee Ministry, 7 p.m.
• Wednesday, Feb. 11,
Prayer of Intercessory, 7 7:30 p.m.; Adult Bible
Study 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Looking for a church
home, we extend and invi
tation to you to join in with
us. You may contact us at
(727) 822-4869. Parents of
fourth (4th) graders - The
State's Florida Writes test
will be administered on
Feb. 10.

[MiillNMilHINMW KOlfSW
Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 55712
327-0997
Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

Greater 81. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Friendship
Missionary Baptist

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School

SUNDAY
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.

If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Bethel African Methodist EPISCOPAL
Church

The Church Where Everyone Is WeIcome

. . 9:00 a.m.
^0:30 a.m.
.7:00 p.m.
,5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class
Sunday Morning Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Sunday Evening Worship
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

Sunday

Morning Glory

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

Church School ...............
9:00 A.M,
New Member Class........... 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship...........................10:30A.M.

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Bro. Robert Smith

Fcptccostal Teipplc Church of God ip Christ

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
www.lakemaggiore c@vahoo.com

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

'lidding of (Jod’s kingdom”

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor
' Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RM.

Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 PM.
Pastor Ronald Fluker
and wife, Shana’

First Baptist
3144

INSTITUTIONAL

Third Avemue

Church

SOUTH

ST. PETERSBURG, FL

John A. Evans

'Minister In Training

Sunday School...................................................... 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship.................................................. 11:00a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training........ ..........6:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Worship.......................................... 7:00p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study................... 7:00 p.m.
A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

Phone:

Traveler’s Rest

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Missionary Baptist
Church

Sunday School - 9:30

a.m.

Morning Worship - 11:00

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

a.m.

Come Worship WITH
The First BAPTIST FAMILY

Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School.........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.) Rev. Donald

F. Browne

Bethel Metropolitan

323-7518

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Are you doing what God wants you to do?
Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?
Call Us Today!

Baptist Church
GZfion.
3455 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
F.-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.
Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

1903

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Centennial Celebration"

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

Call 813-237-6076

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

"Church of The Open Door 2003

(Adult and Youth)

Toll-Free 877-428-6588
Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

816 E. Genesee St.
Tampa, FL 33603
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Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church--------------------------------------charge. A second church
service is held at 10:30
a.m. with Minister John
Frazier and the Praise Team
opening up the church
doors to the public.
Weekly events:
Tuesday, Feb. 10-7
p.n., youth church enrich
ment hour is held along
with Youth Choir rehearsal
and Youth Usher practice
on alternate Tuesdays.
Wednesday, Feb. 11 Noon Day Bible Study
along with Bread of Life
Ministry serving lunch to
the community at large in
need; 7 p.m., prayer serv
ice. The Praise Team sings
praises to God, and Bible
Study is rendered this week
by Pastor John A. Evans.,
Sr., from the Book of Luke,
ch. 18.
Pastor John A. Evans,

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., and Friendship Mis
sionary Baptist Church cor
dially invite you to attend
worship services with us at
3300 - 31st St. S. this
Sunday. We also invite you
to all church-related func
tions in the upcoming
week.
First church service be
gins at 7:45 a.m. with devo
tion being led by the Dea
cons Ministry. The Male
Chorus will sing songs of
praise to the Lord, and the
#2 Usher Board will serve.
Pastor John A. Evans., Sr.,
will deliver the message
from God almighty.
Church Sunday School
begins at 9:30 a.m. with the
assistant superintendent in

Sr., and the first lady and
family and the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
cordially invite you to wor
ship with us as we cele
brate with First Baptist In
stitutional Church the 20th
Anniversary of Dr. (Pastor)
Wayne Thompson, located
at 3144 - Third Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, on Sunday,
Feb. 8, at 4 p.m. Pray and
hope to see you there.
Let’s continue to keep
our sick and shut-in disci
ples for Jesus lifted up in
prayer and love as well as
of the bereaved families
who have lost a loved one
this past week.
Other pertinent news
can be found in the church
bulletins that are handed
out each Sunday at each
service.
Be blessed!

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
Cultural Focus
The Richardson
79th Church Anniversary a.m.
Continues at Academy
which is another milestone Special Chorus will sing
and Church----------------for Zion. Our theme: your soul happy. Come
Bishop Academy II
Christian School and New
Philadelphia Community
Church will continue their
joint focus on AfricanAmerican history. Both
church and school are
planning to highlight this
cultural observance with
an “open house” celebra
tion on two successive
weekends in February. A
“community” and “corpo
rate” emphasis will be aim
of this two weekend effort
during Black History
Month.
In preparation for this
historic occasion, members
have begun to select rooms
to prepare them for public
and corporate viewing.
Persons are encouraged to
“adopt-a-room” as a means

of moving forward in pre
paring them for the “openhouse” event. Interested
individuals can contact any
member of Christian Edu
cation Ministry or Barbara
Bolden, chairminister.
Both
school
and
church sacredly laud mem
bers of “Our-Brother’sKeeper” and Kiambu.
Christian commendations
for their assistance in mov
ing classroom furniture
and personal computers to
be used for instruction and
information throughout the
church/school complex.
Anointed accolades are
also conveyed to Reggie
and William for their holy
help in getting things done
for this upcoming openhouse observance.

Community
Baptist
Church, the Rev. Dr.
Manuel L. Sykes, pastor, 7
p.m.
Feb. 10 - St. John P.B.
Church, Elder Benjamin
Adams, pastor, 7 p.m.
Feb. 11 - 34th Street
Church of God, Rev. Tho
mas Scott, pastor, 7 p.m.
Feb. 12 - Mt. Zion P.B.

Church, Elder Clarence L.
Warren, pastor, 7 p.m.
Feb. 15 - Dr. A.C.D.
Vaughn, pastor, Sharon
Baptist Church, Baltimore,
Md., 11 a.m.; Bible Based
Fellowship Church, Rev.
Dr. Arthur T. Jones, Sr.,
pastor, 4 p.m.
Everyone is invited!

20th Anniversary Celebration
The First Baptist Insti
tutional Church will be
hosting, celebrating and
honoring the Rev. Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson’s “20
Years of Preaching - Gain
ing Wisdom and Under
standing,” starting Satur
day, Feb. 7. The events will
be celebrated throughout
the week of Feb. 7-15. We

are located at 3144 Third
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
We will start with a
kick-off luncheon honoring
Dr. Thompson on Saturday,
Feb. 7, from noon until 2
p.m. at the Radisson Hotel
banquet room that is locat
ed at 12600 Roosevelt
Blvd., St. Petersburg.
Everyone is invited to

join us at this event. Make
your reservations today by
phoning the church office
at (727) 323-7518 between
10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Pastor’s anniversary
celebration schedule:
Feb. 8 - Friendship
M.B. Church, Rev. John A.
Evans, Sr., pastor, 4 p.m.
Feb. 9 - Bethel

twiiw

Pastor Clarence
Williams
"I will bless the Lord at
all times; his name shall
continually be in my
mouth."
What a blessed, anoint
ed time we shared at the
Winter Revival at Zion.
The Rev. Ellis Washington
of St. Matthew A.M.E.,
Philadelphia Pennsylvania
stirred us up. The presence
of the Holy Spirit was in
the midst not only were our
souls revived but our hearts
were renewed as The Word
of God was imparted with
power. True Praise and
worship filled the sanctu
ary. We thank God for the
man of God sent to encour
age the people of God.
Pastor Williams and
the entire Mt. Zion Church
family extends a warm
heartfelt welcome to all.
We invite you to join us for
a great celebration; Our

"A N$WiBe ginning In Christ"

Covenant Presbyterian Church
4201 Sixth Street South * St. Petersburg, Florida

Jesus Saves

Study, 6 p.m.
• Wednesday - Early
Morning Prayer 6:30 a.m.;
Vintage Bible Study, 11
a.m.
Men’s Bible Study, 6
p.m.; Hour of Power, 7
p.m. If you’re in need of a
mid-week lift, join us for a
power-packed hour. Your
heart will be encouraged
and your spirit revived.
Upcoming events:
• Feb. 9th -13th
St.
Petersburg
District
Conference
• Feb. 11, VintageRose Marcelin, Liason-St.
Petersburg Free Clinic
• Feb. 14, YPD’s
Valentine Brunch
Thought for the week:
"The best vitamin for a
Christian is B-l(Be One)"
Be blessed, and have a

Forget not the
Lord and His
many blessings!

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman
Assistant Pastor

JAteuut — ott otd&t rytottnet iA oittfatty Aond....

Trinity Presbyterian Clmrcli, USA
2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810

Church Phone: (727) 323-3210

Rev. Constance D. Samuels - Pastor
Bus ministry provided for all services • Your presence is welcomed

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That A/Lakes A Difference!

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

2550 9th Avenue S. • St Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship....................................................... 7:00a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship..............
10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................
4:30p.m.
Communion.......................................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays.................................................................. 7:30 p.m.

11 Prescott Street South

9:00 AM ..................... .....Prayer Time
9:30 AM .......................Sunday School

SS^BSB

11:00 AM ...... ................. .........Worship
12:30 I’M After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Baptist

Sunday Morning Study ............10:00 AM
Morning worship......—...........11:00 AM

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

(The Church Of The Daily Word)

All Nations Church of
God By Faith

Church

Elder: Tony Smith

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

9OO - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 89-21 19

Sunday School............................................9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.................................. 11 a.m.
Night Worship....................................
7 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Class
p.m.
: Friday Tarry Service ............................. 8 p.m.
Saturday Sabbath School..................... 11 a.m..

............. ,8

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, BibIe Stuy 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

33711
Pastor’s Office: (727) 895-9591

• 11:30am

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

2611 5th. Ave. • St. Petersburg, FL
Mon., Wed., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm;
Free Registration
For more information, contact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
at (727) 821-9472

• 10:00am

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

Scheduled, Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 ajrn.' Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Servic^- '10:00 a m.

Freewill

Bible

(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwcc @ email.com

The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference ”

Phone: 727.895.7700

Macedonia

-

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14542 • Si. Petersburg, FL 33733-4542

IEacF,

include:
• Monday

Genesis Worship Center Church

Ail Worship Services are held at:

On (JfauAt tde ootid

join us for a High Time in
the Lord. If you’re seeking
a church home we wel
come you to our church.
Other
ministries

5■M■H

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study XToMday at 7:00 p.m.

"Empowered by the Spirit
of God; The Work is all
Divine" lets us know we
must all continue to work
and serve under the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit.
The premier which was the
"Super Bowl Tea" set the
stage for our dynamic
Encore Worship service
this Sunday.
Pastor
Clarence Williams will
proclaim the Word at 7:30
a.m. and 11 a.m. come out
and be blessed by the Word
of God. We plan to have a
good ole time in the Lord.
As we look back and
give thanks for the many
blessings received, remem
bering from whence we’ve
come we anticipating the
future with hope and
rejoicing. At Zion our
doors are always open and
the Love of God reigns in
this place. Join us as we
give glory to God saints!
Our Early morning
service begins at 7:30 a.m.
Bethel AME Male Chorus
will set the tone and bless
us in song. Our Church
School will commence at
9:30 a.m., which will
include visiting teachers. A
second service is held at 11

Rev G M Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................................................7:45a.m.
Sunday School ...........................................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship........................................10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union..........................................5:00p.m.
Mid-Week Worship........... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Come join us at the Church where everyone is “Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

St. John Missionary (Baptist Church

10th Street Church Of God

PEACEFUL ZlON M.B, CHURCH

207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
(813i 822-2455

Sunday School................................................................ 9:30
Morning Worship................................ .. ....................11:00
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study ...... .... .... ................................ 7:15
Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday) ............ 6:00

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana
Jfoftr JJIplah^lplpa Cxmtmunttg Church

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon Ministry..............................................................................Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry...........................................................................................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry......................................................................... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry........................ .......................................................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

2051 - 9th Avenue South,

Church School.......... 9 30 a.m.

Wednesday Youth

Morning Worship....11:00 a.m.
B.T.U............................. 5:00 o.m.

Rehearsal.................5:30 p m.
Thursday Prayer & Church

Evening Worship..... 6:00 pm.

School Study.......... 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday Evenin']

1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.

Bible Class................ 7:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal.... 1t;00 a.m.

Rev. FIeming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Sunday Service.............................................................................................. 8:00 a m
^nday School .............................................................................................. 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................................................... 5'00 n'm'

Weekly Services

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The church where everybody is somebody and Christ is aid

The Church Where Christ Is The HEAD

Prayer Tower Church OS God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St. Pete, FL
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

(813) 327-0593

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting, Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Band, Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson HI

Phillipians 3:14 “1 press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
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INTERNATIONAL
Castro Accuses Bush of
Caribbean Leaders,
U.S. Troops Take Possibility of
Aristide Agree on
Al-Qaida Attack on Guantanamo Plotting with Cuban American
Several Reforms in Bid by Ian James
Saldana, a 30-year-old a modern-day Alcatraz.
Exiles to Kill Him --------------------Cellblocks are surrounded
from
Boston,
said
after
fir
Associated
Press
Writer
to End Impasse in
bv Andrea Rodriguez
GUANTANAMO BAY ing hundreds of rounds by double fences of razor
Haiti —-------——--------- NAVAL BASE, Cuba (AP) from a .50-caliber machine wire and snipers in towers. Associated Press Writer
by Stevenson Jacobs
Associated Press Writer
KINGSTON, Jamaica
(AP) - Haitian President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide has
vowed to disarm politically
affiliated gangs, reform the
police force and implement
other measures to end the
country's recent unrest.
Aristide made the
pledge late Saturday after
meeting with the 15-member Caribbean Community,
which put forth the meas
ures that included allowing
demonstrators to protest
freely and releasing prison
ers who have been detained
since a Dec. 5 protest at
Haiti's university. Aristide
had
outlawed
street
protests in the capital.
The Haitian leader also
promised to disarm gangs
that have caused much of
the violence in support of
political parties. He also
said he would reform
Haiti's 5,000-member po
lice force and work with
the opposition to appoint a
new prime minister.
“You need good will
on both sides," Aristide
said following the one-day
visit to Jamaica. “I believe
my brothers in the opposi
tion will come together for
the benefit of our country."
Jamaican , Prime Minister
RJ. Patterson said most of
the reforms should be car
ried out within four to six
weeks. He declined to out
line consequences if Haiti
doesn't comply, but said

leaders haven't ruled out
sanctions.
Aristide also expressed
support for a new govern
ing council made up of
members of his govern
ment, the opposition and
civil society.
,
Haiti has been in tur
moil
since
Aristide's
Lavalas Family party swept
legislative elections in
2000 that observers said
were flawed.
Aristide has pledged to
hold new elections, but the
opposition coalition refus
es to participate unless he
steps down. Aristide says
he will not step down until
his term ends in 2006.
At least 50 people have
been killed since midSeptember in clashes be
tween protesters
and
police, and protesters and
Aristide supporters.
Bahamian Prime Min
ister Perry Christie said he
hoped the new measures
would encourage the oppo
sition to negotiate.
“We have to demon
strate a sufficient commit
ment for change in Haiti to
achieve a level of credibili
ty with the opposition," he
said.
The prime ministers of
Trinidad and St. Lucia and
observers from the United
States, Canada and the
Organization of American
States also attended Sat
urday's talks.

- Firing heavy machine
guns and mortars, U.S. sol
diers practiced repulsing a
commando attack Saturday
at the maximum-security
prison for terror suspects at
Guantanamo Bay.
While the possibility of
terrorists trying, to break
out prisoners seems re
mote, it's crucial for the
soldiers to be prepared,
said Capt. Gregg Langevin,
a 33-year-old from the
Massachusetts
Army
National Guard.
“There have been re
ports that the al-Qaida are
out there actively trying to
buy small crafts," Langevin
said, suggesting a stealthy
approach from the coast.
Some 650 men from
more than 40 countries are
detained at the remote
camp in eastern Cuba, sus
pected of fighting for Osa
ma bin Laden or the ousted
Afghan Taliban regime that
sheltered his insurgents.
Maj. Gen. Geoffrey
Miller, Commander bf the
detention mission, said
guards warned detainees
that they would hear blasts
that were part of a training
exercise.
Tracer rounds glowed
red against the Caribbean
Sea as gunfire pattered the
water and struck a floating
metal target simulating a
boat. Mortar shells explod
ed with thundering force,
sending up puffs of smoke.
"No one can get in here bottom line," Sgt. Johnny

gun.
Guantanamo is about
110 miles from Haiti, 150
miles from Jamaica and
230 miles from the U.S.
coast around Miami.
The scenario of a
hijacked airliner flying
toward the base also was
addressed, with some gun
ners shooting at puffs of
smoke set off in the sky.
Other troops patrolled
the rocky hills around the
prison while some soldiers
manned machine guns atop
Humvees.
Medical teams prac
ticed evacuating wounded
to the base hospital, while a
long line of cars and trucks
formed on a nearby road
where crews checked for
bombs. Other security
teams were tested by the
appearance of a suspicious
package, or an intruder
attempting to film restrict
ed areas.
Last Saturday's drills
ended four days of exercis
es involving about 1,200
soldiers. Such training has
taken place every four to
six weeks since the prison
camp was established in
January 2002, in the wake
of the Sept. 11,2001 terror
ist attacks and the war in
Afghanistan.
Because escape from
the base is an “enormously
remote" possibility, that
scenario isn't a training pri
ority, Miller said.
Some liken the prison
on the Caribbean island to

Old Cuban minefields pro
tect the base's boundaries.
So far the biggest
threat has been security
breaches. An Army intelli
gence officer, two Arabic
translators and an Army
Muslim chaplain have been
charged with offenses
ranging from attempted
espionage to mishandling
classified information.
Among the most seri
ous charges are that an Air
Force interpreter collected
secrets about the base and
messages from prisoners
with plans to transmit them
to an unspecified enemy in
his native Syria.
Since his arrest as he
prepared to board a plane
to Damascus in July, secu
rity has been tightened,
with new firewalls on com
puter systems and in
creased screening of bags
and workers' electronic
equipment.
The U.S. government
holds the base under an
open-ended 1903 lease. Al
though Fidel Castro's gov
ernment staunchly opposes
the U.S. presence, tension
has eased since the l960s,
when at the height of the
Cold War skirmishes erupt
ed between U.S. and Cuban
troops.
Now military officers
from the two sides regular
ly discuss security, ant
U.S. troops face a more
amorphous enemy.

HAVANA (AP) - Fidel
Castro accused U.S. Presi
dent George W. Bush last
Friday of plotting with
Miami exiles to kill him,
and said he would die
fighting if the United
States ever invaded to oust
him.
“I don't care how I
die," Castro said at the end
of a 5 1/2-hour speech that
began last Thursday night
and continued into early
Friday. “But rest assured, if
they invade us, I'll die in
combat."
The Cuban president
didn't back up his accusa
tions with details. He
spoke at the close of a con
ference bringing together
activists across the region
who oppose the Free Trade
Area of the Americas.
Castro has insisted
over the past year that
hard-line Cuban exiles in
Miami have been pressur
ing the Bush administra
tion to invade the island - a
charge U.S. officials deny.
Castro also has increasing
ly referred to his own mor
tality in recent years,
promising to remain in
power until his last breath.
“We know that Mr. Bush
has committed himself to
the mafia ... to assassinate
me," the Cuban president
said, using the term com
monly employed here to
describe anti-Castro Cuban
Americans. “I said it once
before and today I'll say it
clearer: I accuse him!"
Castro has accused
past U.S. administrations
of seeking to assassinate

Fidel Castro
him, and during his early
years in power there were
numerous
documented
cases of U.S.-sponsored
attempts on his life.
The assassination of
foreign leaders as U.S. pol
icy was later banned in
1976 by an executive order
signed by then-U.S. Presi
dent Gerald Ford and rein
forced
by
Presidents
Jimmy Carter and Ronald
Reagan.
Castro also criticized
the Bush administration's
Commission for a Free
Cuba t a panel set up in
October and headed by
U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell.
When the United
States announced creation
of the commission, Powell
suggested that the goal is
not to ease Castro out but
to plan a strategy for Cuba
once the 77-year-old leader

is no longer in power.
Earlier in his speech,
Castro called on the more
than 1,000 activists from
across the Americas gath
ered here to work against
the U.S.-backed free trade
pact, which he said will
only further impoverish
their nations.
The Bush administra
tion has progressively har
dened its policies toward
the island. Cuban authori
ties charge the strategy is .
aimed at wooing voters in
Florida, home to most of
the Cuban-American exiles
living in the United States.
For more than four dec
ades, the two countries
have been without diplo
matic ties and a U.S. trade
embargo against the island
makes most trade between
the nations impossible,
except for sales of farm
products.

and William Bums, St.
Petersburg; four aunts; two
uncles; a devoted friend,
Harry Jones; and several
other relatives and friends.
McRae Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

No Jesus,
no Peace.

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

STEWART, JAMES
B., 61, died Jan. 23, 2004.
Survivors include his wife,
Minnie Batson Stewart, St.
Petersburg; two sons, Troy
Stewart and Byron Stewart,
both of St. Petersburg; two
daughters, Cecily Stewart,
St. Petersburg, and Connie
Walker, Largo; two broth
ers,
Johnny
(Rachel)
Stewart, Largo, and Robert
(Barbara)
Stewart,
Augusta, Ga.; four sisters,
Julia McCawthan, Largo,
Melissa (Willie) Albeit,
Rosa Williams and Betty
Revels,
all
of
St.
Petersburg; five grandchil
dren, Alyssa and Alexis
Stewart, Baseerat Biyi,
Yoshika and Cornelius
Walker, Jr., all of St.
Petersburg;
one great

Calif.,
and Stephanie Ward, Jacksonville; 23
Coleman, St. Petersburg; grandchildren; and several
two
stepdaughters, nieces, nephews, other
Antoinette Bethune and family and friends. Smith
Home,
St.
Marjorie Bethune, St. Funeral
Petersburg; two stepsons, Petersburg.
Jessie Bethune, Jr., and
Christopher Bethune, St.
Petersburg; his mother,
Lessie Ward, Jacksonville;
six brothers, Morris Ward,
Hartford, Conn., John
(Gloria) Ward, Boston,
Mass., Eleazer (Linda)
Ward, Marvin (Helen)
Ward, Albert (Sarieed)
Ward, all of Jacksonville,
and Karlier (Jean Ann)
Robinson, Blountstown;
WARD, NEDOM H., one sister, Daisy Marie
60, died Jan. 26, 2004.
Survivors include his wife,
Rommie
L.
Ward,
Bradenton; two daughters,
Lisa
(McKinley)
Alexander,
Compton,

grandchild, Devan Walker,
St. Petersburg; and several
other relatives and friends.
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

WILLIAMS, ROBERT
L., 63, died Jan. 24, 2004.
Survivors include his wife,
Emma J. Williams; one
son, Kenneth J. Williams,
St. Petersburg; one daugh
ter,
Lesley
Lashea
Williams, St. Petersburg;
four
grandchildren,
Kenneth J. Randle, Dana S.
Martin, Kyte Williams and
Kyler D. Reynolds II; five
brothers, Rev. Walter
(Lena),
Rev.
Charles
(Morris), ’
Richard
(Sherrie), Rev. Clyde
(Faith),
all
of
St.
Petersburg, and James,
Beaumont, Texas; four sis
ters, Eliza (Frank) Jones,

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME

t CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available

11801 - U.S. 19 N.
Cleanvater, FL

7X7-57X-4355

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours’

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg. FL 33705

Buffalo, N.Y., Earlene
Poole, Willie Jean (Hollie)
Jones and Queen Lamar
(Milton),
all of St.
three
Petersburg;
Kathy
.Godchildren,
McKenzie,
(Emanuel)
Miami, Fla., Wanda Reese
and Willie Jenkins, both of
St. Petersburg; two adopted
grandchildren, Stephanie

KNOW JESUS,
KNOW PEACE!

"It's all taken care of"
These Were the Words that .
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

MCRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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w J- i 1L/17 ADS
MEET
YOUR
MATCH

PLEASE
E-MAIL

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

YOUR AD

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

Boley Centers for
Behavioral Health Care

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
SpeciaIizing In
Affordable
Life»Health»Dental»Vision
DisabiIity’CommerciaI
Liability & Bonds Also
Ph: 727-328-9878 r
Fax: 727-328-9545

optIvvUIlwo
results!

has employment opportuni
ties available.
Please call our jobline or
visit our website for
an up-to-date list of our
openings.
Jobline: (727) 821-4819 x8
website:
www.boleycenters.org

“When tun Feed Quality
Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POS
SESS GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

PICK OF THE
■ JF

YW

WEEK!

■KS&
F

5-11-32

t O R I 'D 7

LOTTO

44-45-49

CA$H 3

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

&HHA./CNAS
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

HERE

6-3 1-4 2-6

Please E-Mail All Ads to:

WORKING
FOR YOU!

We’re looking forward to hearing from you!

Are you suffering from
ARTHRITIS pain?
A clinical research study is now
being conducted for treatment of
osteoarthritis of hip or knee pain.
You may be eligible to participate if
have had Osteoarthritis symptoms
for at least 6 months.

Qualified participants receive all
study-related care free of charge
including:

• Laboratory tests
• Compensation for time and travel
Call Mon-Fri te more information

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY
(786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

smfaith@tampabav.rr.com

At Bright House Networks,

We All Shine!

R/\.OCM\TT

727.343.4706
6010PartBoute«fcl,P<nafesParis,FL

KKSKAKCH -

www.radiantresearcb.eom

THERE IS A
REASON TO READ
THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER

The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,

People across the country are learning what our 2.1 million customers already know: that Bright House

Visit Us

The Pinellas County Health Department would like
to invite you to find out more about our employment
opportunities. To visit the Personnel Office to view
current vacancies or to ask questions, visit us at 205
Dr. ML King Street North, Suite 400, St. Petersburg
or locate vacancy information via the Internet at
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com/

you are at least 40 years old, and

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

727-893-5438

8-4 7-2 5-3

Interested in a Career in Public Health?
We’re interested in you!

• Physicians visits
• Investigational medication

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR j- Self-Sufficiency
Project

0.

COULD BE

(FL License Required)

AD DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY

ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Be sure to question any detail that
you feel could leave you in a precarious position at a later date.
Travel could be in order. Changes in your domestic scene are
apparent. The personal problems you may be having are interfer
ing with your productivity.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) You're best to channel your energy
into work. Tempers could boil if someone you work with has not
been pulling their weight. Your colorful conversation may attract
new mates. Your intellectual wit will bring greater popularity
with your peers.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Anger might lead to carelessness
and minor injuries. You can expect changes at your work place.
Moneymaking opportunities will surface. Move forward if you
want to turn your life around.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) You are apt to meet someone spe
cial on your journey. Avoid disputes with family; their com
plaints can't change anything anyway. Your confidence is grow
ing and advancement is apparent. You should check out presti
gious clubs or groups that have a cause you believe in.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You need to be around friends and fam
ily. Be aware that you don't get anything for nothing. Do not give
your heart to someone who may not live up to your standards.
Problems with colleagues are likely.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Speak of your future goals, inten
tions and -commitments. Try to spend some time on your own.
There might be one who is quite willing to take the credit for
your work. Don't settle for less than the best.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You may find your nights sleepless
due to bad dreams. Curb any jealous fits if your partner has been
flirting with someone else. Remember; talk to them, not at them.
Get involved in activities that will bring you knowledge about
foreign land, philosophies or cultures.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You will be moody and react poor
ly to issues concerning your mate. Avoid friends or acquaintanc
es who drink too much. Move forward if you want to turn your
life around. Be aware that you don't get anything for nothing.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) You could overreact to emo
tional situations regarding your relationship. Your charm will
mesmerize members of the opposite sex this week. You will
attract potential lovers, but be sure that they're unattached. You
can make financial gains through your unique and creative
approach to business.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22,-Jan. 20) Visitors are likely to drop by
and, chances are, they may even stay a little longer than you want
them to. Personal alterations will be in your best interest. Avoid
lending money or belongings to friends. Don't even bother trying
to get their approval on the things you want to do.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) You are ready to blow up and
your stress level has gone into over drive. Travel and entertaining
conversation will be informative and uplifting. Don't hesitate to
look for alternatives that will enable you to raise the kind of
donations you need to do the job right. Don't hold back; go with
the flow and take a bit of a chance.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Personal problems may be hanging
over your head but don't confront the situation. Your personal life
will still be experiencing difficulties and you are best to avoid the
issues for the time being. Opportunities for travel and communi
cation are evident. Time to deal with institutional environments,
government agencies and matters of a private nature this week.

YOURAD

RNs, LPNs

FAMILY STRESS

092 346 530

Your

Queen orthopedic mattress
set, new in plastic. Must sell.
$150. Can deliver. 727- 685-1
6008.

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977
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Bed. Brand name king dou
ble sided pillow top new in
plastic. Must sell $245. Can)

Bed. Brand new full double
sided luxury pillow top set in
plastic. Sacrifice $146. Can
deliver. 727-585-9766

BEFORE THE FLORIDA REAL ESTATE COMMISSION
IN RE: The license to practice Real Estate of Stephen F. Ricci,
13602 Wilkes Drive, Clearwater, Florida 33763. Case No.
2001532697. The Department of Business and Professional
Regulation, has filed an Administrative Complaint against you, a
copy of which may be obtained by contacting the Division of
Real Estate, 400 W. Robinson St., Suite N-801, Orlando, FL
32801, (407) 481-5632. If no contact has been made by March
12.2004. the matter of the Administrative Complaint will be pre
sented at an ensuing meeting of the Florida Real Estate
Commission in an informal proceeding.

635 719 098

Bed. A brand new queen
double sided pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $177.
Can deliver. 727-586-3555

deliver. 727-584-6 008

NOTICE OF ACTION

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

BEDDING

Networks is delivering toe future of informafion and entertainment. Join us now to see for yourself!

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

DIRECT SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Ciearwater
2530 Drew St
2114 Drew St

The selected applicant will acquire ns# customers and upgrade exisfing subscribers’ services. This will

St Pete
11500 9th St. N.
233 31st St N.

manner.

be accomplished by reaching out to solicit new and existing customers throughout assigned territories.
The quaWied candidate must be customer service driven and posses excellent communications- skills,
ifequlreow years direct sates experience. Wlll be expected to represent the company in a professional

Madeira Beach
14995 Gulf Blvd.,
Suite C

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail

DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA SERVICE REP
The selected applicant wlll act as Call center support to accommodate full-range of multimedia
technical requests and inquiries. Our Service Representatives provide support to technicians and.
customers in toe field relating to digital issues. Previous sales experience and a high school diploma {or
equivalent) is required. Relevant customer service and public relations experience a plus. Working
knowledge of cable products and familiarity with computers also preferred. The preferred candidate will
possess a College degree in related field or equivalent combination of experience and education. Six

PineIlas Park
Parkside MaII

months of cable television experience, as well as previous customer servlce/clerical/data entry
experfence is desired. PC experience is also helpful.

BILUNG COORDINATOR 1

Job Hotline:
727-797-1818,
ext. 8040.

The selected applicant will he responsfele for entering subscriber account data into computer billing
system. Applicants must be able to type minimum of 40

6QWW.
ftwmplevmenfo'raf
screen arid background
check requited.

wpm with 97% accuracy, as well as correcting ali
discrepancies then entering data into computer
r
billing system. Candidates must possess previous
data entry or PC experience. A High School
diploma or equivalent is required.

■

.

bright
house JAZZ
NJjfcBijSr **
NETWO R KS

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Address
City

State

Zip Code

Phone
Is this a renewal? __________ '

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make checks payable to:
Che Mrddy (nutllrtujrr
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American Lung Association
Report Shows State Fails To
Protect Public Health With
Proven Tobacco Policy--------Florida receives an "F" Health.
Tobacco use also puts
grade for virtually elimi"It's frustrating to see a burden on Florida's econ
nating a successful pro the decline in funding after omy. The CDC estimates
gram to curb teen smoking the tremendous success the the total smoking attributa
In the past year, Florida State had in reducing ble costs in Florida over
has virtually eliminated all youth smoking. I would $11 billion in 2002, with
funding for important like to see the funding approximately $595 mil
tobacco prevention and restored so we could return lion in Medicaid expendi
cessation programs, failing to our place as a national tures for treatment of the
to protect children and leader in this area," stated diseases caused by tobacco
adults throughout the state Anna Ruth, Supervisor of use.
from disease and death Community Health Edu
In addition to advoca
caused by tobacco, accord cation at All Children's cy efforts to help protect
ing to the second annual Hospital and local ALAF everyone's health, the
American Lung Associ volunteer. The American American Lung Associ
ation State of Tobacco Lung Association of Flori ation of Florida offers pro
Control 2003 report.
da calls on Governor Bush grams for those who want
In addition to the fail and the legislature to stand to quit smoking as well as
ing grade in funding tobac up for public health, stand educational programs that
co prevention and control, up for our children and prevent children from
Florida also received an bring back the youth to starting to smoke. For
"F" in cigarette excise tax bacco control program that more information on the
many programs and servic
es. At only 33.9 cents per was decimated in 2003.
pack, Florida ranks 41 st,
According to the Cen es offered by the American
one of the lowest levels of ters for Disease Control Lung Association of Flor
tax in the country. Florida and Prevention, tobacco ida Gulfcoast Area, call 1also received a "D" in its use is the leading cause of 800-LUNGUSA (1-800youth access to tobacco preventable death in this 586-4872). Copies of the
law. One bright spot of the country and is directly American Lung Associa
report is in the area of responsible for most cases tion State of Tobacco Con
smoke-free air. Florida re of emphysema and bron trol Report 2003 report
ceived a "B" for improving chitis, and 87 percent of card is available at www.
its Clean Indoor Air Act lung cancer cases. Smok lungfla.org.
through the citizen's initia ing kills more than 30,100
tive, Smoke-Free for Floridians each year.

Good Health Is
Immeasurable
Please Support Qua Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers

We Welcome
Community News Stories and
any Related Pictures

Going To The Barbershop To Fight CancerMGM/Barbershop 2 support prostate cancer awareness with historic campaign to reach African American,
Latino male
(AFRICAN AMERI
CAN NEWSWIRE) Hollywood has joined
forces with The Prostate
Net to help prevent the sec
ond leading cause of can
cer death in African
American and Latino men
via an innovative barber
shop community outreach
campaign.
Themed "Going to the
Barbershop to Fight Can
cer," the health awareness
campaign urges men to get
checked for prostate cancer
and coincides with MGM’s
February release of the
movie BarberShop 2 Back
in Business, featuring
Cedric the Entertainer, Ice
Cube, Eve and Queen
Latifah. February is also
Cancer Prevention Month
and Black History Month.
In addition to MGM,
the program is supported
by Aventis Oncology,
American Airlines, Black
Entertainment Television/
BET, Foundation for Medi
cal Evaluation and Educa
tion, Cancer Informational
Service of the National
Cancer Institute, Capital
Technology Information
Services, Inc., National
Black Leadership Initiative
on Cancer, SurferNetwork
Internet Radio and Celgene
Corporation.
Over the next few
weeks, ethnic barbers in

Barbershop 2: Back In Business cast members
major US cities will partic them to take advantage of
ipate in community health free screenings offered by
education sessions at local local hospitals.
According to The Pros
hospitals. They will learn
important facts about pros tate Net, prostate cancer is
tate cancer from leading the single most diagnosed
experts in the field, includ of all cancers, and the sec
ing information about ond leading cause of can
warning signs and re cer death in men. African
sources available at local American men have an
hospitals and medical cen incidence rate 59% greater
ters. Armed with insight, than white males and a
they will immediately be death rate 128% higher
gin a grassroots communi than white men. Latino/
ty battle to spread the word Hispanic males have the
to their customers - urging third highest rates of

prostate cancer incidence
and death. Medically un
derserved patients are usu
ally diagnosed with ad
vanced stage disease and
have limited or no health
insurance to pay for treat
ment.
"We provide the means
to cope, until there is a
cure," says Virgil Simons,
founder of The Prostate
Net..
Hundreds of barbers
nationwide are expected to
participate in the program,

with a goal of encouraging
50,000 African American
and Latino Men to be
screened by March 1.
Many leading cancer
research centers in the US
are participating in the
community outreach cam
paign, which will continue
throughout the year and
expand to include informa
tion about asthma, heart
disease and other illnesses
affecting people of color.
Simons explains, "We
want to honor the barbers’
historic position as a busi
ness leader and communi
cator. Upon completion of
their training sessions at
local hospitals, these Com
munity Health Motivators
(barbers) will receive Cer
tificates of Cutting Edge
Achievement for taking
time out of their busy
schedules to fight cancer,
in addition to MGM gift
packages and other prizes.
In partnership with local
hospitals, we are pleased to
participate in this grass
roots campaign to help
save lives."
To learn how your
company can help or if you
are a barber who would
like to participate in attain
ing
session,
call
1.888.4ProsNet or visit
www.ProstateNet.org.

"There’s A Reason To Read The

BLACK HISTORY MONTH ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS

Weekly Challenger"

EDITION DATE: February 19,2004

, www.theweeklychallenger.com

(Broadsheet Size)

ph:(727) 896-2922 • fax: (727) 823-2568 •
Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

email: tchallen@tampabay.rr.com

HIBBS
HAIRSTrLlXG

2004 Black History

342711th Avenue North

Month Issue

St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

McCALL’S FAMILY
RESTAURANT
963 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 328-1800
Mon thru Wed - 6:00am to. 3:00pm
Thu-Sat 6:00am to 10:00pm • Sun 7:00am to 5:00pm
BREAKFAST - until 10:30am

$2.00 2 eggs, grits, bacon or sausage
$2.50 Bacon/Sausage, 2 eggs, grits, biscuit/toast
$3.50 Bacon/Ham/Links, 2 eggs, grits, biscuit

Ox Tails
Meat Loaf
Turkey Wings

DINNER -1 entree with 3 sides

$5.99 Spaghetti Dinner

$5.99

I
I

Assorted entree

ssed Salad
Sliced Peaches Potato SaIad
uit Salad
Meat Pasta
Bacon Bits
ench Dressing Ranch Dressing Macaroni Salad

$2.99 Burger Combo
$3.49 Cheeseburger Cpmbg
$2.49 Chicken Sandwich

SEAFOOD FRIDAY

DESSERTS

ese Cake (slice)
ch Cobbler (cup)
(Slice)
e (slice)

$5.99 Baked Fish Dinner
$5.99 Jambalaya
DRINKS

$2.00
$2.00
$1.50
$2.00

—■

DIMENSIONS

COST

Business Card
Sixteenth Page
Eighth Page
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

2x2
2x5.25
3x7
4x10.5
8x 10.574x21
8x21

3.25" x 2"
3.25” x 5.25”
5"x7"
6.75” x 10.5”

$25
$75
$150
$275
$550
$1050

13.75’xl0.5U6.7y,x2r

13.75" x 21"

Premium Page Positions
Page 3
Back Page Cover

■

8x21
8 x 21

13.75" x 21"
13.75"x21"

$1200
$1300

I
I
1 color: $100,2 colors: $175, Process color: $225

HAMBURGERS (Dressed all the wav)

.99 Seafood Platter
.49 Corn-on-cob

COLUMN SIZE

■

SALAD BAR • $2.49

99 Regular Burger
aa Cheeseburger
.99 Fish Sandwich

AD SIZE

■

I

LUNCH -1 entree with 2 sides

$7.99
$4.99
$4.99

Edition Date: February 19,2004
■

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

$4.99 BBQ/Baked Chicken
$4.99 Pork Chops
$4.99 Liver & Onions

* Copy and ad space deadline: February 9,2004

Coffee
$0.50
Bottle Water $1.00
Lemonade $1.25
Fruit Punch $1.25

■

I
■

I
■

■ M

The Weekly Challenger's Black History Month Issue, is an
informative section that focuses on African-American
health issues; local Black History celebration programs and
events; Black History facts; and other news-worthy content.

Sign up now! Spaces are limited!
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Long before they became a Southern food staple, collard greens were a dietary staple for agricultural tribes of the Gold Coast.
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